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[T IS STILL NECESSARY TO ADVOCATE PLAIN LIVING AND HARD STRUGGLE 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 p 2 


We 


["Forum" | 


[Text] The spirit of plain living and hard struggle is the fine moral 
character of the Chinese nation and the glorious tradition of the CPC. We 
relied on the spirit of plain living and hard struggle when we carried out 
the revolution in the past. We still need to rely on the spirit of plain 
living and hard struggle when we are carrying out the reform, opening up 

the country to the outside world, and building the socialist modernizations 
at present. Not long ago, seeing that the economic situation of our country 
was excellent and our country's economic development was relatively fast, 
thought that the spirit of plain living 
ind hard struggle should no longer be advocated, and some even thought 


} 


some people became hot-headed and 


that the spirit of plain living and hard struggle was a traditional concept 
' , ' " ° . : . . 
that must be “updated.” This understanding ran contrary to the realistic 
situation of our country. 


Our country is a populous country with a poor foundation; a relatively back- 
ward economy, science, and technology; and low labor productivity. Our coun- 
try is also a developing socialist country that is still at the stage of 
eradicating poverty. This situation demands that our country use the 

limited financial and material resources in a planned way and give consid- 
eration to the two aspects of carrying out construction and feeding the 
population. For this reason, we must greatly advocate the spirit of plain 
living and hard struggle in the state, collectives, and among the indi- 
viduals. There is no reason for us to go in for ostentation and extravagance, 
parade our wealth, and waste money and materials. Even when our country 


becomes prosperous and powerful in the future, the tradition of plain living 
t t ! t 

and hard struggle should still not be cast away. 

[he State Council has proposed to carry out the campaign of increasing pro- 


duction and practicing economy and increasing incomes and reducing expendi- 
tures in order to increase economic results. This campaign embodies the 
spirit of plain living, hard struggle, and building the country through 
thrift and hard work, so it must be healthily carried out in depth and on a 


‘ : 


long-term basis. To increase production and practice economy and increase 


incomes and reduce expenditures is an important policy for accelerating the 








building of cur country's socialist modernizations and casting away our 
country's economic backwardness. This policy is not only the central task 

of this year's economic work but also a long-term task, so we must not 

regard it as an expedient measure. Our economic work has made great progress 
in the past few years. However, the situatiun of ignoring economic results 
or achieving only low economic results still generally exists in our economic 
work; huge waste in the building of major projects and small projects is very 
common; the investment structure is still irrational; a lot of funds have 

not been used in a proper way; people now still vie with one another in 
building luxurious guest houses, tourist facilities, amusement sites, high- 
grade office buildings, and super-standard residential buiidings; the situa- 
tion of being generous at the state's expense and using public funds to hold 
feasts, present gifts, and travel around is still common; it is often heard 
that blind and duplicate importation of foreign goods and technologies and 

of foreign goods and technologies that are not advanced are still being 
carried out. Therefore, we must adopt strict measures to practically change 
this situation. We must also further carry out the reform, put an end to 
waste, raise efficiency, and increase economic results by abolishing all 
unreasonable rules and regulations. We must carry out education on plain 
living and hard struggle in Jepth to create a social mood in the whole coun- 
try in which the spirit of plain living, hard struggle, building the country 
through thrift and hard work, making more contributions, and strictly 
observing discipline is advocated. 


Advocating plain living and hard struggle does not mean that we do not want 
to improve and raise the people's living standard, nor does it mean that we 
should criticize and control the various fashions of people's clothes, 
people's hair styles, and so on. It is good to live a rich, colorful, and 
diversified life. The cadres at various levels must show great concern for 
the people's livelihood and practically do well that which they can possibly 
do well in order to gradually improve the people's living standard year by 
year. However, we should not make high-sounding remarks, advocate "high 
consumption," and stimulate people's desire for high consumption; othervise, 
not only could our country's present financi * resources and people's actual 
payment ability not stand it, but also many social problems would emerge and 
the will of some people would possibly be corrupted. For a long period of 
time in the past, we failed to give enough guidance in this respect. In the 
future, we should pay attention to this question in our practical and propa- 
ganda work. We must be responsible to the people and enable them to under- 
stand that we can only gradually raise the standard of living in the light 
of the realistic situation of our country and on the basis of the development 
of the productive forces. All party members and cadres must bear in mind the 
spirit of sharing weal and woe with the people and really implement the 
principle of being the first to bear hardships and the last to enjoy com- 
forts. We should properly improve the cadres’ living standard. However, 
our cadres should not contend with the people for profits. We should 
modestly listen to the views of the people, practically straighten out such 
malpractices as seeking private gains by abusing power, bureaucratism, 
extravagantly spending public funds, and so on, and restore and develop the 
fine tradition of plain living and hard work to do all things with thrift. 


/6091 
cso: 4005/531 








CONTINUE TO IMPLEMENT THE "DOUBLE HUNDRED' POLICY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 3-5 
[RED FLAG commentator's article] 


[Text] Since the start of the struggle to oppose bourgeois liberalization, 
some people have worried whether the struggle will affect the implementation 
of the “double hundred" policy. Our answer is no. 


Right from the first day it was proposed, the "double hundred" policy was a 
clear-cut policy of socialist nature and diametrically opposed to bourgeois 
liberalization. Just as Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out: The "double 
hundred" policy “is a policy for promoting prosperity of the socialist 
culture." At that time, Comrade Deng Xiaoping emphasized the prerequisite 
of the "double hundred" policy. He said: "The party has advocated the 
principle of letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of 
thought contend in the academic and cultural field. Socialism is the pre- 
requisite for the guiding principle and policy." Comrade Liu Shaogi 
stressed: “Adopting this policy does not mean implementing the policy 

of bourgeois ‘liberalization.’ On the contrary, we implement an extremely 
firm class policy of the proletariat." ("The Victory of Marxism and Leninism 
in China," RED FLAG, No 19, 1953, p 10) The fundamental point of the “double 
hundred" policy is that we academically carry out democratic discussion and 
artistically promote free contest. Through criticism and self-criticism, we 
develop correct and advanced things to correct mistakes and backward things. 
We use the true, the good, and the beautiful to overcome the false, the bad, 
and the ugly to achieve the prosperity of socialist scientific and cultural 
undertakings. If we deviate from this fundamental point and the socialist 
orientation, or even directly attack socialism and preach capitalism, it 
means we violate the basic purpose of the "double hundred" policy. This 
should, of course, be opposed. 


There is a view that seems to maintain that contention is the only content 
of the "double hundred" policy. It is no longer necessary to stress thc 
guiding role of Marxism. If the role is stressed, the contention will b» 
undermined. It is obvious that such a view blurs the distinction between 
end and means. The "double hundred" policy is not an end, but a means for 
attaining the end of developing socialist science and culture. This is che 
reason why, in the literature and art field, we mention in the same breath 














the uuble hundred” policy and the “two serve li (serving the people 
ind serving soc ialism), ind unify them instead Ir ¢€ hasizin one at the 
expense of the other. Of course, e guidance of Marxism is stressed in 
terms of guiding principle. It does not mean that thoss 10 take part in 
the contention must all be Marxists. The key lies in what kind of poli 
ve adopt tor contention. Our polic nust € uide Marxism in order to 
ensure healthy development of letting a hundred flowers blossom and a 
hundred scnools of thought contend so that people will be able to gradual]: 
ipproach and master the truth. We should not take a laissez-faire attitude 
ind let contention become a way for uttering unfounded and groundless 
remarks ithout a correct criterion for assessment, or let the forum for 
contention become a place for spreading erroneous views. In particular, we 
ould not let views that oppose the rour cardinal principles and spiritual 
pollution spread unchecked under the camouflage of the “double hundred" 
policy. The "double hundred" policy can only be implemented within a limit 
ermitted by the Constitution. The four cardinal principles are contained 


Constitution 1 are a bas for the founding 


in the anc se if our c 
1 prerequisite for the implementation of all policies of the 
ind a political basis for the unity of the people of various 
throu t the country and for socialist modernization. Som 
if iphold the four cardinal principles, it is impossible 
"double hundred" policy. This is obviously a distcrtion of 
the contrary, only by upholding the four cardinal principles 
clear-cut stand to carry out the struggle to ppose bourgeoil 
can we ensure normal and healthy implementation of the "“doub 
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tific schools. Whether we call it "debate," “contention,’ 
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ypinions. Of course, this includes an uncompromising ideolo 
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involving principle. Such debate is a very normal phenomeno 
, ° . ‘ " , ’ , tt +s 
the process of implementing the “double hundred” policy. An 
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negation. When discussing why Marxist theories can touch the souls of tens 
of thousands of the people of the revolutionary class, Lenin said: “He 
(Marx) critically assesses all things created by mankind without neglecting 
them to the slightest degree. He explores again, criticizes, and tests in 
the workers movement all created by human thought. Therefore, he can reach 
a conclusion that cannot be reached by persons who are restricted by the 
narrowness of the bcurgeoisie and fettered by the bias of the bourgeoisie." 
Without criticism, there will be no inheritance and criticism. Truth is not 
afraid of criticism. The reason we completely negate “mass criticism" is 
because it suppresses truth and completely negates the "double hundred" 
policy. Not long ago, some people kept talking about the "double hundred" 
policy. Actually, they spread the erroneous views of bourgeois liberaliza- 
tion. They repudiated the views that opposed bourgeois liberalization. 
This also violated the “double hundred" policy. We are now opposinz bour- 
geois liberalization ani correcting the orientation of our press circles so 
that normal participants of the contention can speak out freely. Regarding 
academic, literature, and art issues, some people are criticized by name. 
When people give out something, they might receive some other things in 
return. Through criticism and countercriticism, a democratic, united, 
cordial, and vivid atmosphere is created. Only thus can the “double 
hundred" policy be truly implemented. As early as 1981, Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping pointed out: “Upholding the ‘double hundred’ policy cannot be 
separated from criticism and self-criticism. When conducting criticism, 

we should adopt a democratic and reasonable attitude. It is necessary ~o 
do so. We should not regard criticism as wielding the big stick." 


Will the "double hundred" policy be “restricted" again? There is no such 
problem at all. Building socialism with Chinese characteristics is a great 
undertaking of millions upon millions of people. It can be eventually 
accomplished only when mi'l‘tons upon millions of people get to work and use 
their brains. In the face of such a magnificent cause, we are afraid that 
we do not have sufficiently rich wisdom, sufficiently high enthusiasm, and 
sufficiently great strength. It is precisely the “double hundred” policy 
which is an important policy for mobilizing persons in the scientific and 
cultural fields and the broad masses of intellectuals in particular to 
emancipate their minds and give play to their enthusiasm and spirit of 
creativity. Why should we discard the policy? Facts have shown that the 
“double hundred" policy not only promotes scientific and academic develop- 
ment and literature and art prosperity, but also helps the broad masses of 
intellectuals foster a scientific world outlook of serving the socialist 
modernization program through their scientific and artistic practice. It 
also helps central policymakers absorb all useful achievements in scien- 
tific research and put their policies on a systematic and meticulous basis 
of scientific research, so that their policies will be more perfect, accu- 
rate, and comprehensive. We never think of “restricting"™ the policy of 
"letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend” 
under the prerequisite of upholding the four cardinal principles. On the 
contrary, we have always advocated it vigorously. At present, our purpose 
in opposing bourgeois liberalization is to further uphold the four cardinal 
principles, so that the “double hundred" policy will be based on a clear and 
definite political orientation and a solid political foundation and will be 








"' 


put in ar ideal environment and atmosphere. This will enable us to maintain 
the hard-earned favorable situation of unity anc stability. We never intend 


to "restrict" the policy. Since its formulation 30 vears ago, the "double 
hundred" policy has sollowed a tortuous course. For a fairly long period 


of time in the past, due to the influence of the leftist ideology, the 

problem of criticism left a bitter and severe lesson in people’s minds. 
But the problem did not lie in the criticism itself. he problem lay in 
the tact that the criti::ism was not accurate and well intended. In the 


meantime, the method of criticism was too rude and subiective. Those who 


were criticized were not allowed to defend themselves. Many cases of con- 


tradictions among the people were handled as contradictions between our- 
selves and the enemy. We must learn from these mistakes. However, we 


should not refrain from carrying 2ut criticism for fear of a slight risk, 


fear to conduct correct criticism, or give up criticism of bourgeois 
liberalization and let it spread unchecked. We should say that we never 
intend to “encourage” the ideological trend of bourgeois liberalization, 


which opposes the four cardinal principles, because it harms the political 
Situation of stability, unity, and vividness and obstructs the implementa- 


tion of the policy of reform and opening up. If these things are not 


promptly resisted and criticized, people's morale will be sapped, our youth 


poisoned, and confusion caused. The 1 billion Chinese people will lose 


their unifying power and fighting will. The favorable situation which has 


been won will be destroyed in a moment. The consequences will be too 
ghastly to contemplate. This being the case, we believe that people can 
never discuss the “double hundred” policy vain. 


[Is it true that when we oppose bourgeois liberalization, people no longer 


dare speak out freely? It is unnecessary to worry about this. A very clear 


line of demarcation has been drawn with regard to opposing and criticizing 


bourgeois liberalization. The struggle is strictly confined to: 1) the 
party; 2) the ideological and political field; and 3) solving the basic 


problem of political principle and political orientation. We ma.nly oppose 


r 


the erroneous ideological trends of trying to break away from the leadership 


of the Communist Party and negating the socialist road. Normal discussions 
under the prerequisite of upholding the four cardinal principles will never 
be affected. Philosophy, secial sciences, natural sciences, and literature 


ind art creation are very complicated me:ital labor. It is a normal 
phenomenon to express different viewpoints and form different schools of 


thought. Pclicy for reform in the economic field, the study of scientific 


and technical issues, discussions on the styles and techniques of literature 


and art, and so on are not connected with the problem of bourgeois lLiberaliza- 


. e* . . . a oe , _ 
tion. When the line of demarcation is clearly drawn, vvople’s nervousness 


will be naturally allayed. This will also help us enhance the level of 
carrying out the struggle. People's understanding of the objective law 


cannot be completed overnight. A process is needed to advance from knowing 


nothine at all to knowing something, and from knowing one side of the 
problem to knowing it completely. In the course of exploration, it is 


normal to make mistakes or to take a roundabout course. If we allow only 


smooth progress and success, but not mistake and failure, this actually 
means that we give up exploration. It is highly commendable to have a 


spirit of exploration. However, while making exploration, we must have a 

















correct orientation. We should constantly enhance our level and make new 
acl.ievements. In the process of exploration, we should also constantly and 
consciously overcome erroneous things and develop correct oaes. If we have 
made mistakes, we should not obstinately stick to the wrong course. On the 
other hand, we should also allow those who make misties to go through a 
process of understanding their mistakes. In such norial and healthy dis- 
cussions, why are they airaid of speaking out freely? 


Ideological, theoretical, and literature and art circles are facing heavy 
responsibilities and a long road. In his speech greeting the Fourth Congress 
of Chinese Writers and Artists in 1979, Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out: 
"In literary and art circles, we should encourage comradely. friendly dis- 
cussions in which facts are presented and things are reasoned out. Such 
discussions should take place »etween creators who belong to different 
schools or work in differe.t forms, between creators and critics, and 
between creators and their audiences. In the process, both criticism and 
countercriticism should be permitted, the truth should be uphe!d, and 
mistakes corrected." Today, this demand is still of practical significance 
to the ideological, theoretical, and literature and art circles. 
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UPHOLD THE SOCIALIST LEGAL CONCEPT OF DEMOCRACY--AN INTERVIEW WITH NOTED 
JURIST ZHANG YOUYU 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 6-9 
[Article by Yang Fengchun [2799 6646 2504] and Li Maoguan [2621 5399 4619]] 


[Text] With an appointment one morning in early February we called on 
Comrade Zhang Yvuyu, a noted Chinese jurist, deputy director of the NPC Law 
Committee, and honorary president of the Law Society of China. 


The revered Zhang received us warmly in his office. In his youth Zhang 
studied in Japan and specialized in constitutional government. During the 
period of the democratic revolution he wrote voluminous articles commenting 
on democratic constitutionalism. Since the founding of the PRC he has 
participated in drawing up the Constitution and many important laws and 
done a lot of work in building democracy and the legal system in China. 
Despite being fully occupied in public office, he has devoted himself to 
study issues on democracy and the legal system with unremitting efforts 
during his spare time and written many articles on democracy and the legal 
system. His contributions in building the legal system and the science of 
law in China as well as his precious spirit of working selflessly despite 
his advanced age have won him a high reputation in law circles in China. 
Facing this old man close to 90 years old, who is still in the best of health 
and working diligently, we could not help admiring him. 


The revered Zhang picked up the letter we wrote to him from his desk and 
asked us how we would conduct the interview, in a tone soliciting our sugges- 
tion. We asked him to say something about the differences and links between 
socialist and bourgeois democracy, and the relationship between democracy and 
the legal system, regarding the misunderstanding of some cadres and masses, 

a small number of young students in particular, that Western bourgeois 
democracy is "based on the individual," and "anyone can say and do whatever 
he likes," and that the legal system should not be stressed if importance is 
to be attached to democracy. Modestly, the revered Zhang said: Let us have 
a discussion and I will be the first to speak. Then he started to talk at 


length. 


In popular terms democracy means none other than showing respect for every- 
one's opinion. Speaking from the angle of the political system it means 











decisionmaking by the people. Comrade Mao Zedong said: “People's ideas vary 
in different countries and in the different historical phases of every 
country." Whether people's ideas existed in primitive society or will exist 
in communist society is an academic question to be studied and discussed. 

Our focus is on studying the problems existing since the emergence of class 
society. The terminology democracy was also used in slave society but at 
that time democracy was confined to slave owners in soliciting others' 
suggestions, and did not mean decisionmaking by the people. In ancient 

books of some Western countries, as well as China, the records of democracy 
meant just that. At that time slaves were "speaking apparatuses." Democracy 
in the modern sense came into being only after the bourgeois revolution. The 
working people also participated in the bourgeois revolution because in over- 
throwing the feudal autocratic system the demands of both the bourgeoisie and 
the working people were one. In the bourgeois revolution some of the demo- 
cratic demands of the bourgeoisie also included those of the working people. 
With the victories of the bourgeois revolution the bourgeoisie took over the 
government, while the working people were still void of their po'itical power. 
However, the bourgeoisie still maintained in form such things as democracy 
and liberty that had been proposed at the initial stage of the bourgeois 
revolution to deal with the working class, while the bourgeoisie needed 
democracy to readjust its various internal relations. 


Legal systems came into existence along with the emergence of a class society. 
Classes, the state, and the legal system came into being simultaneously. 
Both the slave and feudal societies had their legal systems simply for the 
sake of ruling the people. The feudal ruling class declared: "If a prince 
violates the law, he will be punished just as the common people," but 
actually, that was not the practice. In "The Book of Guan Zi" [4619 1311], 
it says: "It is the king who draws up the law while his officials enforce 
it; and it is the people who must be subordinate to the law." That was a 
truthful record of the legal systems of the slave and feudal societies. 
Democracy safeguarded by the bourgeois legal system is democracy for a 
single class only, namely, the bourgeoisie, and the government it safeguards 
is the autocracy of the bourgeoisie as an entity, but not that of any 
individual capitalist. Therefore, in this sense democracy and the legal 
system are unanimous. To relax class conflicts and to safeguard its 
pelitical rule the bourgeoisie has to give the working people a little 
“democracy,” while it must also pay attention to a democratic legal system 
to readjust the internal relations of the bourgeoisie. Therefore, modern 
capitalist countries are also called "countries ruled by law," namely, 
everybody, with no exception, should abide by the law, and it is not the 
case that anyone can do whatever he likes. 


In short, in both the slave and feudal societies legal systems existed with- 
out democracy. Therefore, rule by law was out of the question. Out of a 
need to safeguard bourgeois democracy after the victories of the bourgeois 
revolution the bourgeoisie fixed such a democracy in the form of their legal 
system. Therefore, the legal system in the modern sense is based on 
democracy, which provides protection at the same time. The application of 
democracy must be conducted within the realm of the law, otherwise society 
will be in a state of confusion if democracy is demanded at the expense of 











the legal system with everyone doing whatever he chooses. Some young people 
mistakenly believe that bourgeois democracy and liberty are abzvlute, with- 
out any restrictions; this shows their ignorance. In fact, both bourgeois 
scholars and the bourgeois constitution stress that citizens should not 
abuse their rights. Otherwise, they will be held accountable by the law. 
All capitalist countries have placed some restrictions on democracy and 
liberty. Take freedom of speech for instance. Various influential news- 
papers are in the hands of the bourgeoisie in capitalist countries; speeches 
unfavorable to the bourgeoisie will not be carried in their newspapers. 
Capitalist countries will say no to any speeches endangering the rule of the 
bourgeoisie. The same is true for the freedom to demonstration or rally or 
in the freedom of association. No demonstrations are permitted in the 
neighborhood of the White House. Many capitalist countries have made it a 
rule that an application be submitted for a demonstration or a rally, and 
such an application may or may not meet the approval of the police organi- 
zations. 


The revered Zhang pointed out that it is necessary to apply historical 
materialism when viewing democracy and the legal system. Any category of 
democracy and the legal system will develop and change with the changes of 
time, place, and conditions. Take bourgeois democracy for instance. We 
should say there was more democracy during the period of the bourgeois 
revolution. In the initial stage of the victory of the bourgeois revolution 
the bourgeois democratic system took on a progressive nature but it had its 
limitations too. For example, the bourgeois election system in its initial 
form was restricted by economic and cultural factors and citizens were supd- 
ject to many restrictions in properties, cultural background, sex, and 
nationality regarding their franchises. Through the long struggle of the 
working class the bourgeoisie came to see that some small concessions would 
bring them great interests. When capitalism developed to the monopolistic 
phase some capitalist countries even got rid of the formalist phony democracy 
for the working people. With development and changes in the world situation 
and the strengthening of people's democratic forces since World War II, the 
bourgeoisie has adopted more of the so-called ways of "democracy." There- 
fore, democracy has never been absolute, but always relative. The essence 
of the question lies in whom democracy serves i its nature and what its 
final goal is. Some young people blindly worship bourgeois democracy, 
believine that it is the best, and making it absolute. That is precisely 
because they have failed to understand the fact that bourgeois democracy 
ultimately serves the bourgeois rulers. Socialist democracy is of the 
highest category in human history, with the overwhelming majority of the 
populace enjoying it. Bourgeois democracy starts from individualism, 

while socialist democracy is based on collectivism. 


Some specific practices of bourgeois democracy such as the system of 
universal, direct, equal, and secret general elections can also be adopted 
by us in their forms. These things are like weapons, such as a pistol 
which can be used by anybody, and serves whoever is using it. We should 
not hold the view that bourgeois democracy is better than socialist democracy 
on the grounds that the latter has adopted some of the forms of bourgeois 
democracy and absorbed some of the results of democracy and liverty, which 
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the working class came by through struggles in the period of the bourgeois 
revolution. 


According to the revered Zhang we should not just pay attention to the forms 
while neglecting the practical contents regarding democracy and the legal 
system. Nothing will be achieved if democracy and the legal system are 
divorced from actual conditions, nor will it be of any help. Take the 
electoral system in China for instance. Universal electicns were implemented 
in the year 1953. The ideal form should be based on the principle of uni- 
versal, direct, equal, and secret elections. At the time that principle of 
universal elections was achieved all citizens 18 years of age or older 

voted, with the exception of those deprived of their civil rights. However, 
it was not entirely based on the principle of equality because the urban 
electorate had a relatively higher political consciousness and higher 
cultural attainments than their rural counterparts. Therefore, at that time 
one delegate was elected out of tens of thousands in urban areas, while in 
the rural areas, one out of several times that number was elected as a dele- 
gate. When the electoral system was first implemented in the Soviet Union 
the proportion of the electorate and the delegates bettveen the working class 
and the peasants was not equal either. Another point was that the delegates 
to our NPC and those to the people's congresses at the provincial and county 
levels were not produced through direct elections by the electorate. Why is 
it impossible to implement direct elections throughout the nation? [It is 
precisely because differences in the levels of socioeconomic and cultural 
development between urban and rural areas are still comparatively great. 

The peasants in particular who make up the majority of the populace still 
have a comparatively low political, ideological, and cultural level. In 
addition, because of the limitations in communications and telecommunica- 
tions, direct national elections are so far impossible. Such an electoral 
system seems to be less democratic in form than bourgeois direct elections, 
but regarding its actual contents our electoral system has guaranteed 

genuine democracy which is practic illy enjoyed by the people and we should 
say that it is more democratic than superficial and phony bourgeois democracy. 
The legal system can gradually be made complete and perfect only when it is 
based on the development level of democracy. Indispensable laws must exist, 
while those lacking practical significance are useless even when they are in 
existence. 


In refuting those erroneous speeches by some people advocating the imple- 
mentation of the multiparty system in China, the revered Zhang said: Any 
modern country has its party leadership and the question is whose interests 
the leadership represents. We the proletariat never conceal our own will 
and openly declare that socialist countries must come under the leadership 
of communist parties. Without the CPC there would not have been a new China. 
This is an objective truth long proved by Chinese history. Putting it 
another way, bourgeois democratic politics is multiparty politics. Super- 
ficially, bourgeois political parties are multiple, but by viewing their 
class nature they all belong to a single party since whichever party is in 
power is invariably a bourgeois party. Our system can also be said to be 
multiparty, except that all our democratic parties support the CPC leader- 
ship. Our party represents the interests of the whole people, while 
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democratic parties represent all kinds of progressive forces and interests 
of various groups. History has proved that the princip] 1f long-term 
coexistence and mutual supervision between the CPC and all democratic 
parties conforms to China's national conditions as well as the interests of 
the people. This is basically different from the "biparty system" or 
“multiparty system." Our people will never allow any attempts to pursue 
the practice of "assuming power in turn" in China as is the practice in the 
bourgeois multiparty system. 


We asked the revered Zhang to say something about how to strengthen the 
building of the legal system in China. He pondered a while and said: 

[The basic political system of China is that of the people's congress which 
basically guarantees that state power belongs to the people, through which 
the people exercise their rights, and which must be adhered to. Because the 
party and the government remained inseparable in the past the people's 
congress tailed to fully perform its duty. The NPC and its Standing Com- 
mittee have, in recent years, fully performed their duties by drawing up 
many important laws. However, since the party should not run things for 
the government, likewise the people's congress system should not take on 
the responsibilities of others. When the people's congress standing com- 
mittee is acting for the people's congress in performing its duties, it 
should also attach importance to democracy. The people's congress should 
Strengthen its supervisory function over judicial organs and over the 
government. However, supervisfon does not mean taking on what ought to be 
done by others, and the people‘s congress should not intervene in the 
specific affairs of the government and judicial organs. Those affairs that 
should be handled by the government and judicial organs should be conducted 
by them. 


He stressed that it is necessary to correctly understand the principle of 
democratic centralism and we should not think that democratic centralism 
Simply means that the minority is always subordinate to the majority. 
Democratic centralism may adopt two forms. One is that in which the 
minority is subordinate to the majority. For example, those issues to be 
decided upon by the NPC are to be centralized on the basis of discussions. 
[The other form is the responsibility system, the system of leading cadres 
assuming the responsibility; and matters regarding specific implementation 
are concerned in the latter form. Although these matters need to be dis- 
cussed to listen to the opinions of all sectors, the majority is not neces- 
sarily subordinate to the majority in the end, and the leader will have the 
final say. Whether it is a decision made by the collective, or the leader, 
they are both forms of democratic centralism. In professional and technical 
matters the majority does not necessarily have a better understanding than 
the comrades in charge. It is right to listen to the opinions of the masses 
as much as possible, but it does not mean that in order to be democratic 
everything should be discussed with the participation of the masses. It is 
no good if no decision is arrived at despite endless discussions when a 
problem comes up. In collective leadership it is necessary to be responsibility 
within divisions of labor. Once a decision is made by the collective it 
should be carried out within divisions of labor. Duties must be explicitly 
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defined; only then will everyone take on his responsibilities, The 
phenomenon of circulating documents, and marking initials on them without 
anybody taking the responsibility must be resolutely overcome and corrected. 


The revered Zhang said that strengthening the legal system will safeguard 
and promote democracy. The 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Com- 
mittee pointed out that it is necessary to make democracy institutionalized 
and legalized; therefore democracy and the legal system are inseparable. 
Many things can be worked out with the guarantee of laws. As we are now 
implementing the reform, opening up, and enlivening the domestic economy, 
many new conditions and new problems have emerged, and it is imperative to 
have laws to abide by. Therefore it is necessary to strengthen legislation. 
But legislation must start from the actual conditions in China and should 
not be based on fantasy. We should not think that we must have and copy 
everything existing in foreign laws. This is because even if things in 
bourgeois laws of a specific country are favorable to the working people, 
w2 should, on the grounds of our different national conditions, refrain from 
simply copying them. We should draw up whatever laws are necessary based on 
the actual conditions strictly according to our own needs, no more and no 
less, aud refrain from the practice of formalism. 


The revered Zhang stressed that our main problem at present is not the 
absence of laws to abide by, but the failure to abide by those laws in 
existence. We already have such basic laws as the Constitution, the penal 
code, the civil law, and the law of civil procedure, while legislation in the 
economic and administrative spheres is being further strengthened. However, 
it will not be any good if those laws fail to be exercised even if they are 
really good. Therefore it is necessary to stress handling affairs according 
to the law. Everybody must observe the Constitution and the law, and 

anyone who violates them must be investigated and held accountable according 
to the law. The party Constitution stipulates that the party should conduct 
its activities within the framework of the Constitution and the law. This 
is the most important question in completing and perfecting the legal system. 
This requires not only that party organizations at all levels handle affairs 
according to the law, and that party members and cadres who are party members 
in particular, play an exemplary role in observing the law and discipline, 
and also that judicial organs strictly enforce the law and adhere to the 
principle that everybody is equal before the law. 


To strengthen the building of the legal system it is necessary to attach 
importance to propaganda and education in the legal system. Lawyers in 
capitalist countries usually have a good command of the law but frequently 
they distort the law in defending a case. Now some of our cadres have a 
good knowledge of the law too, but have failed to handle affairs according 
to the law. The majority of our cadres are ignorant of the law, and lack 
the concept of a legal system in particular. The disturbances caused by a 
small number of young students has also refiected their dim concept of the 
legal system and their lack of legal knowledge. Therefore, it is very 
important to do a good job in propaganda and education in the legal system. 
"The Decision on Strengthening Education in the Legal System in Safeguarding 
Stability and Unity" recently issued by the NPC Standing Committee with the 
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TWO FUNDAMENTAL QUESTIONS TO BE RESOLVED EARNESTLY IN HIGHER EDUCATION 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 10-12 


[Article by Jiang Nanxiang [5592 0589 5046]; abridged from ZHONGGUO JIAOYU BAO 
[CHINA EDUCATION NEWS], 30 July 1985; passages within slantlines published in 
italics] 


[Text] China's educational practice over a considerably long period has 
taught us a profound lesson, that is, to run higher education, it is neces- 
Sary to take into account and resolve two fundamental questions. One is the 
question of orientation and the other is the question of quality. The assess- 
ment of the success or failure of education, in the final analysis, depends 

on the solution of these two fundamental questions. 


/1. The question of orientation. This is a question of who is served and a 
question of first importance to be solved on the educational front./ During 
the initial period after the founding of the PRC, the “Common Program," which 
served as a provisional constitution, stipulated the necessity of advocating 
national, scientific, and mass culture and education; opposing feudal, 
comprador, and fascist ideas; and encouraging the idea of serving the people. 
In terms of priiciple, the common program illuminated the orientation for new 
China's education. In compliance with this orientation, the educational 
front, under the leadership of the party, underwent the greatest fundameiutal 
transformation in the history of China's education, openly made Marxism- 
Leninism, which was illegal in old China, an obligatory course in institu- 
tions of higher learning, and regarded it as the fundamental guiding ideology 
for China's education. Under the guidance of Marxism-Leninism, China's 
institutions of higher learning carried out ideological transformation and 
readjustment of colleges and departments during the initial postliberation 
period and turned the cumbersome, backward, semifeudal, and colonial higher 
education into a unified, advanced socialist higher education, thus laying a 
solid foundation for China's socialist education system. This was a 

historic victory of new China's educational cause. It was also a great 
success in correctly solving the question of orientation both theoretically 
and practically. 


We should train builders of socialism for the motherland and successors to 
the proletarian revolutionary cause. For this reason, while carrying out 
the policies for running our schools, we should implement the four cardinal 








principles stipulated in the Constitution and unswervingly follow the road 

of socialism and communism. If the students trained by our universities 

and colleges do not sincerely support socialism and the Communist Party, they 
cannot wholeheartedly serve the people, and lack lofty ideals and a sense 

of discipline; and if a considerable number of them do not have faith in 
socialism and the Communist Party, seek the Western way of life, and pursue 
selfish interests at the expense of state and personal dignity, our loyal 
educational workers should not remain indifferent. 


We should make a clear distinction between capitalist and socialist educa- 
tion. The purpose of capitalist education is to protect private ownership 
and the so-called free competition of capitalism and to train students into 
“democratic individualists," as expected by former U.S. Secretary of State 
Acheson. The purpose of socialist education is to protect and develop 
socialist public ownership, expand socialist productive forces, consolidate 
and strengthen the people's democratic dictatorship under the leadership of 
the working class, and train a generation of new socialist people with lofty 
ideals and morality, better education, and a sense of discipline who can 
work for the benefit of the people. Regarding this question, there is a 
clear line of demarcation between the two education systems. 


Those who represent the ideas of bourgeois liberalization precisely try to 
blur the people's vision on this fundamental question. They advocate that 
"there is no ideology which should be considered orthodox ideology and which 
cannot be breached. This is the essential feature of a university platform." 
"A university should not be confined by a particular ideology," but should be 
a place for “airing views freely." Concerning their speeches made in public, 
it is quite obvious that they are trying to "breach" the Marxist ideological 
System as a whole rather than certain outdated expositions in Marxist- 
Leninist works. In fact, the unrestrained "freedom" they want is to let the 
tendency that runs counter to and opposes Marxism and the four cardinal 
principles spread unchecked on our university platform. Just imagine, what 
would our universities then be like? What essential difference would there 
be between our higher education and that of capitalism? 


Comrade Deng Xiaoping stressed that we should in particular educate one or 
two generations to foster lofty communist ideals. We should never allow our 
young people to fall captive to decadent capitalist ideology. His instruc- 
tion sharply pointed out the key to the success or failure of our socialist 
educational cause. Only with a definite orientation can we seek unity of 
thinking, concentrate our efforts, turn higher education into a forceful 
means for training socialist new people and promoting social progress, and 
give full play to its role in the socialist modernization program. Without 
a definite orientation and purpose, it will be difficult to seek unity of 
thinking and to concentrate our efforts. Consequently, we will lose our 
bearings and unconsciously fall captive to decadent capitalist ideology. 

On the question of orientation, a miss is as good as a mile. 


The phenomena of pursuing formalism and practicing fraud have emerged 
recently in our educational work. The decadent practice of selling diplomas 
and certificates in capitalist countries and old China has also infected our 
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educational circles. This state of affairs will be harmful to the training 
of a new generation with lofty communist ideals who are willing to dedicate 
themselves to the socialist cause. In our socialist educational cause, 
there is probably nothing more important than upholding the correct orienta- 
tion. It is a historic question, to be solved in our socialist education, 
to enhance the socialist educational front, strengthen party leadership over 
institutions of higher learning, foster the educational idea of whole- 
heartedly serving the people and socialism, and eliminate the erroneous view 
of putting money and profit-making above everything else. 

2. The question of quality. This is a question of how to better serve the 
people and socialist construction./ Improving the quality of education is 
like the ascent of a mountain, in which arduous efforts are required for 
every step taken upward. 


Following the founding of the PRC, the educational quality of institutions 
of higher learning has gradually improved along with the development of 
economic and cultural construction. Of the outstanding graduates sent from 
some of our key universities to take postgraduate courses in many famous 
universities abroad, the majority of them have come out in front. This shows 
that Chinese students have withstood the tests and are competitive abroad. 
As a matter of tact, the strong points of Chinese students are manifested 

in their communist ideals, ideological character of ardently loving their 
socialist motherland and wholeheartedly serving the people, and advanced 
thinking and revolutionary spirit of studying hard for the socialist mother- 
land, rather than only their studies. This is the inherent motivation that 
gives impetus to Chinese students to continuously forge ahead. Thus it can 
be seen that the educational quality of our socialist universities has set 
higher demands and is more scientific and comprehensive than that of capi- 
talist universities. 


In the past, some people blamed China's socialist institutions of higher 
learning by saying that they did not turn out talented people, top-class 
students in particular. This is not true. In the course of advance, we 
cannot avoid making mistakes in our educational cause. Nevertheless, we 
¢annot completely deny the achievements of new China's higher education 
because uf these mistakes. An observation of various fronts engaged in 
China's modernization program shows that the majority of the outstanding 
figures playing a backbone role are actually trained in new China. This 
alone gives the correct answer to whether new China can train talented 
people without external aid. China has countless well known and unknown 
exemplary figures like Jiang Zhuying and Luo Jianfu. They are the exemplary 
representatives of outstanding Chinese intellectuals, as well as people 
worthy of the title of socialist hero. Can bourgeois schools train large 
numbers of heroic figures like these, who glisten with the radiance of 


communism? 


Regarding the targets of our socialist country, in the economy, we should 
create labor productivity higher than that of the developed capitalist coun- 
tries, and in education, we should constantly raise the educational level 

of the whole nation and train large numbers of qualified people with a 
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first-rate world scientific level who are both Red and expert. Although we 
have not yet attained these objectives, we will certainly be able to do so. 
We must have confidence in this regard. So long as we make the most of the 
superiority of the socialist system, rely on the wisdom, intelligence, and 
spirit of hard struggle of China's young people, advance step by step in a 
down-to-earth manner, and make unremitting efforts, we will certainly be 
able to attain the objectives in the long run. In the past, China relied 
on its own efforts to make A-bombs and hydrogen bombs and to launch and 
retrieve man-made satellites. In light of these facts, we have every 
reason to believe that like the successes scored by the Chinese women's 
volleyball team in sports, China's educational front can also follow that 
example in training the ranks of senior intellectuals. We cannot ignore 
the pernicious influence of the long-term semifeudal and semicolonial rule 
and comprador capitalist education in old China. While conducting ideologi- 
cal education among young people, we should foster proper national dignity 
and pride and get rid of all kinds of conscious and subconscious mentality 
of national inferiority. Only by so doing can we help China's young people 
with high aspirations smash the spiritual shackles, emancipate their minds, 
courageously seek truth from facts, acquire enormous internal motivation on 
the scientific basis of Marxism, take the lead in the fields of education 
and scientific research, catch up with and surpass world advanced levels as 
quickly as possible, and create truly high quality. 


Naturally, we want quality and the necessary quantity. On the premise of 
ensuring quality, we should vigorously develop quantity. Our experience has 
repeatedly proved that quantity will be nothing without quality. If we 
blindly seek quality, it will cause appalling waste and lead to grave con- 
sequences. 


Comrade Mao Zedong encouraged us to be both Red and expert. Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping made a profound exposition on the question of being both Red and 
expert. "Being professionally proficient is not tantamount to being 
socialist-minded, but a socialist-minded person should be professionally 
proficient." This actually solves the overall requirements of both orienta- 
tion and quality. It is a question of orientation to be socialist-minded. 
"A socialist-minded person should be professionally proficient." Similarly, 
Comrade Mao Zedong said that we should not be satisfied with being armchair 
politicians. Instead, we should study science, acquire knowledge, and be 
proficient in professional work. "Being professionally proficient is not 
tantamoi 1t to being socialist-minded" helps the experts who are proficient 
in professional work widen their field of vision, set higher demands on 
themselves, and never be self-contented, which may hinder their progress. 

It is still of great significance for comrades on the educational front and 
intellectuals who sincerely support socialism to comprehend and practice the 
profound thinking of Comrades Mao Zedong and Deng Xiaoping on being both Red 
and expert. 
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RED FLAG PUBLISHING HOUSE PUBLISHES ‘LECTURES ON UPHOLDING THE FOUR CARDINAL 
PRINCIPLES ' 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 p 12 
["Publishing News"] 


[Text] To conduct education in upholding the four cardinal principles and 
oppose bourgeois liberalization with a clear-cut stand, the education work 
department of the Beijing Municipal CPC Committee invited professors, 
experts, and scholars from Qinghua University, Beijing University, the 
Chinese People's University, and other units specially engaged in the 
teaching and research on Marxist-Leninist theory and ideological character, 
and who have an intimate understanding of students’ thinking, to deliver 
lectures on upholding the four cardinal principles. Now the lectures have 
been compiled into a book. 


With a definite object in view and in connection with current ideological 
practice, this book reasons things out and has distinctive characteristics. 
It completely refutes the erroneous ideas spread by a handful of people 
indulging in bourgeois liberalization. It makes a profound and meticulous 
analysis of the confused ideas in ideology and theory at present. By 
integrating theory with practice, it enlightens people and gives fair and 
reasonable answers to the questions of common concern to everyone, students 
in particular. This book helps deepen understanding, clarify thinking, 
distinguish right from wrong, and enhance the Marxist standpoint and con- 
viction. This book can be used as guidance material for conducting educa- 
tion in political theory and ideological character in institutions of higher 
learning and secondary schools all over the nation. Cadres, youths, and 
workers may also use this book for reference. The book, which is expected 
to come off the press by the end of March, costs 1 yuan per copy. 
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FULLY UNDERSTAND THE LONG-TERM CHARACTER AND ARDUOUSNESS OF REFORMS 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 13-15 
{Article by Jing Ping [2529 1627]] 


[Text] The economic structural reform in our country is unfolding in depth 
in all fields. The reform has promoted the rapid development of the economy, 
brought about huge changes in all fields, and led to obvious improvement in 
people's living standards in all parts of the country. This is a fact known 
by all people. 


However, some comrades still feel that the pace of our reform is too slow 
and that progress is too modest. Their dssire to quicken the pace of reform 
is good and understandable. However, such overanxiety for rapid successes 
is unrealistic. An important reason for the appearance of this overanxious 
and impatient feeling is that some comrades do not fully realize the long- 
term, arduous, and complicated character of the reform. Therefore, in order 
to firmly, prudently, and steadily advance reforms in all fields we must 
overcome overanxious and impatient feelings and continuously deepen our 
understanding of the reform. 


Since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee our urban and 
rural reforms have been carried out for 8 years. Our experience in the past 
8 years shows that every step forward in the reforms was not made easily. 
Today we can only say that we have just entered the stage of replacing the 
new economic structure for the old one, or the transitional stage. In the 
rural reforms it took about 5 years to complete the first step of the reform 
by introducing the output responsibility system based on household contracts, 
from pilot schemes in some localities to general adoption of this system in 
all parts of the country. The second step of. rural reform has also been 
carried out for more than 2 years. However, we still have a long way to go 
in order to perfect the rural market system, to form a production structure 
with agriculture, industry, and commerce developing simultaneously, to 
develop the commodity economy, and to raise peasants’ living standards to a 
comparatively well-off level. Urban reforms are even more complicated. It 
has taken more than 5 years for us to conduct the pilot schemes from expand- 
ing enterprise decisionmaking powers to carrying out comprehensive urban 
reforms. Since all-round urban reforms were started in 1985 some unexpected 
problems have occurred in the matters of prices, wage reform, and other 














reform experiments. We may now more clearly realize that it is impossible 
to accomplish the transition from the old economic structure to a new one 
in a short time by taking some simple measures. 


The period of the Seventh 5-Year Plan is a crucial period for the all-round 
reform of our economic structure. It is never easy to successfully fulfill 
all reform tasks. The CPC Central Committee's proposal on the Seventh 

5-Year Plan pointed out that in order to establish a new-type socialist 
economic structure three things must be first accomplished: invigorating 
enterprises, especially large and medium-sized state-owned enterprises; 
gradually perfecting the socialist market system; and gradually changing 
State management over enterprises from direct control to indirect control. 
Each aspect of the reform requires a series of well-coordinated reform 
measures. For example, in order to really invigorate enterprises and really 
turn them into relatively independent socialist commodity producers and 
handlers that have decisionmaking power in their business operations and bear 
sole responsibility for their profits and losses we must correctly adjust and 
coordinate the relationship between the state and enterprises and gradually 
delegate more powers to enterprises in different forms according to the 
principle of separating ownership trom the power cf operation so that enter- 
prises and enterprise managers can really hold powers, responsibilities, and 
interests in their hands. At the same time, inside enterprises the manage- 
ment system and leadership structure should also be seriously reformed, with 
the factory director (manager) responsibility system being adopted and with 
the relationship between the factcry director (manager), the party organiza- 
tion, and the workers’ congress (trade union) being properly coordinated. In 
addition, it is also necessary to reform the wage system, the bonus distribu- 
tion system, and the employment and labor system to implement the principle 
of more pay for more work and to coordinate the relationship between enter- 
prises and workers. All this shows that reforms for the purpose of invigo- 
rating enterprises are related to both macroeconomic and microeconomic 

fields and are related to all aspects of our socioeconomic life from produc- 
tion to consumption and from state economic life to individual economic life. 
This is something like the saying goes: "Pull one hair and the whole body 

is affected." So we must be verv prudent and careful before action is taken. 


It is even more complicated to establish a socialist market system and to 
change state management over enterprises from direct control to indirect 
control. To establish a market for production materials it is necessary to 
reform the planning system, the investment system, and the price system. To 
establish a technology market it is necessary to reform the scientific 
research system and the educational system. To establish a labor market 

it is necessary to reform the labor system and the systems concerned with 

our foreign economic relations. Changing state management over enterprises 
from direct control to indirect control will require reforms of the macro- 
economic management system and the government structure and will require the 
settlement of such important questions as how to properly apply the economic, 
legal, and adminis:rative means to economic management. This will not merely 
include economic structural reforms, but will also include political struc- 
tural reforms. So there will be more difficulties in these reforms. There- 
fore, it is a very arduous and complicated task to fulfill the reform targets 
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in the Seventh 5-Year Plan. The fulfillment of these three tasks will only 
lay a foundation for the new structure, and continuing reforms throughout 

a number of 5-year plans in the future are necessary in order to ensure the 
perfect operation of our economy in the new structure of the socialist con- 
modity economy. This point has been proved by the practice and experience 
of other socialist countries which began reforms earlier than us. Hungary 
has carried out reforms for nearly 20 years since it began its large-scale 
economic reforms in 1968, and its reforms are still continuing. Yugoslavia 
started reforms even earlier than Hungary, and its reforms are now still 
going on. Our country has a vast territory, a large population, and a weak 
economic foundation, and our commodity economy is not well developed. Our 
culture and technology are still backward. Economic development in various 
localities is uneven. So it is certain that our reforms will meet with more 
complicated problems and we must be fully prepared mentally for the pro- 
tracted character of the reforms in our country. We should not under- 
estimate the difficulties of the arduousness of our future tasks and take 
reckless action because we have made great achievements and progress in the 
early stage of the reforms. We should not lose our confidence and hesitate 
to move forward because reform is a long-term and arduous cause. In order to 
advance reforms in all fields in depth and for a long time, we must have a 
"tough" fighting spirit as Mr Lu Xun advocated. 


Socialist society is a social form of self-improvement and self-development 
through continuous reforms and only reforms can maintain the vigor and 
vitality of this society. Therefore, reform is an important task that will 
be carried out throughout the entire process of our socialist modernization 
construction. The development of reform will not take the form of one leap 
forward after another. Instead, it will be an evolutionary process by making 
advances wave upon wave. There will be innumerous minor quantitative changes 
before a partial qualitative or an overall qualitative change occurs in the 
transition from the old economic structure to the new one. Our urban and 
rural reforms in recent years have also advanced step by step in this manner. 
We must understand the objective law that governs the development of the 
reforms and should decide on our guidelines and measures in light of this 
law, and overcome the impetuous idea of being merely anxious to carry out 
major and radical reforms and accomplish everything in a short time. We 
should proceed from reality, work in a down-to-earth manner, advance 
steadily, accomplish a major reform through many minor reforms to finally 
achieve our purpose. The final realization of the grand all-round reform 
plan drawn up by our party requires the unremitting efforts and hard work of 
several generations. Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out not long ago: "We 
will firmly carry on the reforms; not only the present generation but also 
the coming generations will carry on the reforms." 


The development of reform will inevitably be limited and conditioned by 
various interest relations in society. This is also an important reason 
why reform must be carried out very prudently and must not be advanced too 
hastily, the economic structural reform is in fact a process to readjust 
various interest relations and redistribute benefits. Reform will certainly 
break the old interest relations and gradually build a new structure of 
interest relations. This will add more complexity and arduousness to the 
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reforms and will directly affect some people's attitude toward the reforms. 
In general, reforms will emancipate and develop the productive forces and 
thus bring more benefit to the people. This is also a fact. From 1978 to 
1986, because reform stimulated economic development, peasants' per capita 
annual income increased from 130 yuan to 424 yuan; and the average annual 
wage of workers in urban enterprises owned by the whole people also 
increased from more than 600 yuan to 1,332 yuan. A fundamental reason why 
reform is supported by all people throughout the country is because all 
people have obtained real benefit from reforms. 


At the same time we should also notice that economic development in our 
country is uneven and there are great differences between various localities, 
departments, and enterprises and between cities and the countryside. In 
addition, some reform measures are not well coordinated and the market 
mechanism does not operate soundly. Therefore, it is impossible for 
different units and individuals to obtain equal chances and means to get 
more benefit in the course of reform. As a result, some localities, enter- 
prises, and individuals may gain more benefits and increase their incomes 
quicker than others. And it is also possible that some people will even 
lose some benefits due to a reform measure and then the losses are made up 
due to another reform measure. Similarly, sometimes the partial and 
immediate interests of some people are sacrificed for the sake of long-term 
and overall interests. But sometimes people gain immediate and partial 
interests at the expense of long-term and overall interests. All such 
complicated conditions will cause new differences in people's income levels 
and riches. The existence of such differences is unavoidable. In the 
course of reform we will try to readjust the interest relations and make 
them as reasonable as possible, but it is impossible to make interest rela- 
tions completely reasonable. The only thing we can do is to continuously 
take regulatory measures through deepening the reforms. There is often such 
a phenomenon in our real life. When a reform measure affects the immediate 
interests of some localities, departments, and individuals, those who 
originally supported reform may feel disgruntled at reform. So we should 

do in-depth propaganda work and give explanations to the people to help them 
correctly understand and treat the interest readjustment in the course of 
reform. We should advise people not to judge the merits and demerits of 
reforms merely according to the transient gains and losses of the partial 
interests, but to understand the great significance and role of reform from 
the high plane of the overall and long-term interests of the state and the 
people. Reform will certainly bring more benefits to individuals, but this 
must be on the premise of production development. It is unrealistic to hope 
that individual incomes will increase rapidly in a short time. 


In order to correctly understand the protracted and arduous character of 
reform, we should first correctly understand the current stage of social 
development in our country and our national conditions. This is the start- 
ing point of our reform and construction. Ours is a developing socialist 
country and is now still situated in the elementary stage of socialism. In 
order to change our poor and backward conditions left over by history we 
will have to work hard for a long time. Our reform must be based on this 
fact and we must fully estimate the possible resistance and difficulties 


23 








on our way ahead and try to prevent errors. To carry out all-round reforms 
in such a large country as ours we have no ready example to follow and we 
still lack experience. So things will not be so smooth. We should foresee 
this and make adequate preparations. Each step forward in our reform we 
will encounter the obstruction of the old structure and the disturbance of 
the conservative ideas and habitual forces in society and the trend of 
bourgeois liberalization. A great deal of difficulties are still facing us. 
Many difficult problems have yet to be solved in refurms in the areas of 
prices, wages, planning, financial affairs, and the administrative structure. 
Not long ago Comrade Deng Xiaoping said: "In ancient China, General Guan 
Yunchang did heroic deeds by killing six enemy generals and breaking through 
five barriers. Now our reform will have to pass through more than ‘five 
barriers.’ We should be courageous enough to overcome the difficulties and 
make advances and we must persevere in carrying on reform. At present we 
should seriously summarize both positive and negative experiences in our 
reforms in the past 8 years, correctly analyze and evaluate the current 
situation in reform, and work out a proper plan for further reforms in the 
future. In short, we should correct the erroneous opinion which holds that 
reforms in the past few years "were too quick and went too far." On the 
other hand, we should also oppose the idea of trying to “rapidly accomplish 
reform." This will ensure that our reforms develop more healthily and 
smoothly in light of the party's correct line and policies. 
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CSO: 4005/531 


24 











SEVERAL QUESTLONS CONCERNING THE EVALUATION OF CONTEMPORARY WESTERN 
ECONOMICS 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 16-21 
[Article by Chen Daisun [7115 1486 1327] and Yang Deming [2799 1795 2494]] 


[Text] The evaluation of contemporary Western economics has over many years 
been a question for Marxist economists to study. It is also a question which 
must be resolved in researching Western economics. In recent years, with the 
implementation of China's policy of opening to the outside world, economists 
in China have again conscientiously discussed this question. As a result of 
discussion and practical research an increasing number of scholars have come 
to endorse the view that contemporary Western economics, particularly the 
basic theoretical system of the orthodox school of economics, is vulgar and 
should be criticized by us, while contemporary Western economics, including 
theoretical and applied economics, is to a certain extent scientific and 
should be selectively adopted by us and used for reference. This represents 
the classical Marxist writers' consistent stand and viewpoint in dealing 
with Western economics and also the only correct principle guiding our study 
of contemporary Western economics. This article will roughly discuss three 
things about contemporary Western economics; namely, its basic characteris- 
tics, the trend of its development, and its significance in being used for 
reference. 


The Basic Characteristics of Contemporary Western Economics 


Our basic appraisal of contemporary Western economics as stated above is 
based on the view that contemporary Western economics, particularly the 
orthodox schools of vulgar economics developed under the historical condi- 
tion of state monopoly capitalism, not only plays a defensive role, since 
this is an inherent characteristic of vulgar bourgeois economics, but is 
also markedly useful in application. Its defensive role refers to its 
opposition to Marxism and socialism and its concealment of the fact that 
monopoly capital exploits surplus value. The defensive role is the primary 
characteristic of contemporary Western economics, particularly the orthodox 
schools of economics. Its applicability refers to the fact that contempo- 
rary Western economics pays attention to studying various specific economic 
questions in order to serve the monopoly capitalist class in their 
strengthening of enterprise management and maximization of profits and the 
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governments of the Western countries in their increased economic interven- 
tion. Thus, in contemporary Western economics certain theories and methods 
and techniques of study must somehow be scientific to various extents. This 
is the secondary characteristic of contemporary Western economics. These 
two characteristics complement each other in serving the interests of the 
modern monopoly capitalist class. They are unified in terms of class nature 
because they suit the needs of the monopoly capitalist class under the 
historical condition of state monopoly capitalism. 


The vulgarization of Western economics underwent a definite process of 
development. From the time of Say and Malthus until the 1830's the defensive 
function was not a characteristic common to the whole body of bourgeois 
economics because during that time Western economics comprised classical 
economics and vulgar economics. While the theoretical system of classical 
economics contains an element of vulgarity, it nevertheless acknowledged the 
creation of value by labor and also the conflict of interests between labor 
and capital. By the 1830's, with the disintegration of classical economics, 
the defensive function became a basic characteristic of bourgeois economics. 
This was a major turning point in the history of the development of Western 
economics. A famous quotation from the postscript in the second edition of 
Marx' "Das Kapital" describes this historical change; it reads: 


"In 1830 the crucial crisis occurred." "The bourgeoisie in France and 
Britain seized power. Thereafter, class struggle began to adopt an increas- 
ingly more open and threatening form, both in practice and in theory. The 
death knell of scientific bourgeois economics sounded. Now the concern is 
no longer whether this or that theory reflects truth, but whether a theory 
is useful or harmful to capital, whether it is expedient, and whether it 
violates the rules. Research conducted for nonprivate gains disappeared, 
and in its place there has been theoretical attack. The just and selfless 
study of sciences disappeared; in its place is the evil will and malicious 
intentions of defenders." (Footnote 1) (Marx: "Das Kapital," translation by 
Guo Dali and Wang Yanan, the People's Publishing House, 2d edition, 1963, 


Vol 1, p 17) 


Marx’ judgment has been proved to be an irrefutable truth by the history of 
the development of Wes~ern economics. Since 1830 the defensive flavor of 
Western economics has continued to intensify. In the 1870's, because free- 
competition capitalism was giving way to monopoly capitalism, and because 

of the publication of “Das Kapital" and the rapid dissemination of Marxism 
in workers’ movements, the defensive role of Western economics reached a new 
stage of development. Whereas previously the defensive role of Western 
economics was mainly reflected in the opposition by vulgar economics in an 
earlier period than that of the labor theory of value in classical economics, 
thereafter the defensive role of Western economics was mainly reflected in 
its opposition to Marxist economics. In the 1920's and 1930's, with the 
appearance of the new socialist mode of production, the defensive role of 
Western economics reached another new stage of development. It began to 
oppose both Marxism and the newborn socialist system. 
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The applicable characteristics of contemporary Western economics appeared in 
an embryonic form during the "marginal revolution" period between the 1870's 
and the beginning of this century, and have developed greatly since the 
"Keynesian revolution." During the "marginal revolution" period, in order to 
suit the needs of the emerging monopoly capitalist class for improved economic 
results and effective microeconomic market regulation, Western economics 
systematically and meticulously studied a series of specific problems about 
the market economy and came up with a considerably practical microeconomic 
theory and microeconomic policy recommendations. In the "Keynesian revolu- 
tion" period, while private monopoly capitalism was giving way to state 
monopoly capitalism, in Western economics the study of macroeconomic problems 
was increased and a highly practical macroeconomic theory and macroeconomic 
policy recommendations were put forth. The applicable characteristics of 
Western economics reached an unprecedented range of intensity. Thus, like 
its defensive role, the applicable characteristics of Western economics also 
underwent a definite process of development. Since the "marginal revolution" 
the development of these two attributes has somehow been synchronous. 


These two attributes feature differently in different schools of Western 
economics. In general, contemporary Western economics can be divided into 
the orthodox schools and the unorthodox schools. The orthodox schools 
reflect the ideology of the ruling classes and have always been a combina- 
tion of some mainstream schools and some nonmainstream schools, distinguished 
by their influence on economic policymaking. In the present age the Keynesian 
schools of economics hold the mainstream position among Western orthodox 
schools, while the libertarian schools, like the monetarists, the supply-side 
school, the rational expectations school, etc. are in a nonmainstream posi- 
tion. The unorthodox Western schools belong to the realm of petit bourgeois 
economics. The unorthodox schools of contemporary Western economics mainly 
comprise the new system school and the radical school of economics. When we 
Say contemporary Western economics is characterized by its defensive role and 
applicability, we mainly refer to the orthodox schools. These schools, 
including the libertarian and the Keynesian schools, are strongly charac- 
terized by their defensive flavor, but the latter surpass the former in 
applicability, because Keynesianism believes in state intervention and pays 
attention to the examination and formulation of economic policies. The 
situation of the unorthodox schools is more complicated. Generally speaking, 
compared with the orthodox schools their defensive flavor and applicability 
are much weaker. For example, the new system school holds the same views as 
the orthodox schools on certain topics in economic theory, but candidly 
exposes certain evils of capitalism. It has its own economic policy recom- 
mendations, but these form a meager batch compared with their counterparts 

in Keynesianism and exhibit a strong economic-romantic flavor. 


The Development Trend of Contemporary Western Economics 


Here the development trend of contemporary Western economics refers mainly to 
the prospect of the struggle between the libertarian and Keynesian schools, 
both orthodox schools in contemporary Western economics, for the dominant 
position of the mainstream school. This struggle is a continuation of the 
long-standing struggle in the history of Western economic theory between 
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liberalism and state interventionism, After World War I Keynesian economics 
was the rage in the Western world and was generally recognized by economists 
in the West as the mainstream school. Since the latter half of the 1960's, 
with the West's economy developing from the stage of a postwar economic boom 
to a period of new economic crises basically characterized by stagflation, 
Keynesianism has been in a difficult position. The ideological trend of 
economic liberalism in the West, represented by the monetarist, supply-side, 
and rational expectation schools, has again gained ground, and in the early 
1980's it considerably influenced the economic policymaking of the govern- 
ments of big Western nations like Britain and the United States. Under this 
Situation, whether libertarian economics will replace Keynesianism as the 
mainstream school of Western economics has become a matter of concern for 
economic circles at home and abroad. 


The supersession of a mainstream school by a nonmainstream school of Western 
economics cannot be easily achieved. Moreover, frequent rounds of super- 
session like changes in the positions of animals on a merry-go-round to a 
watcher are impossible. Such a supersession is determined by the nature of 
the time. In the several-century history of development of Western economic 
theory there have only been two epoch-making works and two rounds of super- 
session of a mainstream school by a nonmainstream school. The first work is 
Adam Smith's "An Inquiry Into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations' 
(usually called "The Wealth of Nations") published in 1776 and the second is 
Keynes’ "The General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money" (abbreviated 
"The General Theory") published in 1936. "The Wealth of Nations" ushered in 
a new era of economic liberalism. Before its publication the mainstream of 
Western economics was the mercantilist economics of primitive state inter- 
ventionism. In the later period of mercantilism economic liberalism began 
to take shape and develop, but during the age of mercantilism it always 
played the role of a nonmainstream school because the capitalist mode of 
production was in its infancy, not yet well developed, and still in need of 
the state's protection and support. The publication of "The Wealth of 
Nations" signified the supersession of mercantilist economics with its 
primitive state interventionism by economic Liberalism, which then became 
the new mainstream economics in the West. The mercantilist economics of 
primitive state interventionism represented the interests of commercial 
capital which was formerly in a dominant position, while Adam Smith's 
economic liberalism represented the interests of the ascendant industrial 
capital. The supersession of commercial capital by industrial capital which 
developed into the dominant form of capital was the background against which 
economic liberalism superseded primitive state interventionism to become the 
mainstream. The publication of Keynes" "The General Theory" signified the 
supersession of liberalist economics by modern state interventionist economics 
which became the mainstream school of contemporary Western economics. 

Between Adam Smith's time and the golden age of Western economic liberalism 
in Marshall's time, Western state interventionist economics did not disappear 
from the scene. After the middle of the 19th century the ideology of Western 
state interventionist economics developed into an international trend of 
thought and it was the direct precursor of Keynesian economics. Before the 
publication of "The General Theory," however, it never succeeded in rising 

to the position of a mainstream school. Therefore, "The General Theory" 











ushered in a new era of state interventionism in Western economics. This 
historical change in the Western economics camp was a necessary product of 
state monopoly capitalism. It is an irresistible historical trend that 
capitalist free competition necessarily leads to monopolies, and private 
monopolies necessary develops into a state monopoly. The rise of Keynesian- 
ism and the decline of economic liberalism precisely constitute a reflection 
in Western economics of the development of capitalist free competition into 
monopolies and further into a state monopoly. 


The practice of Keynesianism has, to a definite extent, stimulated economic 
development in the West and postponed the outbreak of economic crises, but 
this combination of stimulation and postponement merely causes various con- 
tradictions and problems facing the modern capitalist system to accumulate 
and it fails to basically resolve them. It causes the basic contradictions 
of capitalism to intensify and thus paves the way for the outbreak of more 
serious and violent crises and for the bankruptcy of Keynesianism itself. 
This is clearly demonstrated by the fact that since the latter half of the 
1960's, chronic stagflation over many years has afflicted the Western world 
and Keynesianism has been in a difficult position. The liberalist trend of 
thought in Western economics has taken advantage of the plight of Keynesianism 
and prospered. In the early 1980's, Professor Friedman, the leading figure 
of the monetarist school, predicted that in the 1980's libertarian economics 
would ascend to become the mainstream school and bring the economy of the 
West onto the revival track. The actual course of economic development in 
the West in recent years has shown that history has not developed in line 
with Professor Friedman's prediction. The essence of Keynesianism is state 
intervention. Under the historical condition of state monopoly capitalism 
the mainstream school in Western economics can only be this kind of state 
interventionist economics. Keynesian state intervention is by its very 
nature like drinking poisonous fluid to quench thirst and will therefore 
necessarily and repeatedly lead to a predicament. Under the condition of 
state monopoly capitalism, however, state interventionist economics will 
surely not step down from the stage of history and give up its mainstream 
position. It will only continually change its specific theories and methods 
of intervention in line with the development of state monopoly capitalism, 
using new and more sophisticated forms of state intervention in place of 
relatively simple ones. In recent years a phenomenon called synthesis has 
appeared in Western economics. The Keynesian school has incorporated certain 
theoretical viewpoints and policy recommendations of the Libertarian school 
into its new theories and methods of state intervention. This synthesis must 
not be construed to mean that the place of Keynesian economics as the main- 
stream school will gradually be taken by the libertarian school. As long as 
the state monopoly capitalist system exists, economics and economic policy- 
making in the West cannot depart from the general track and orientation of 
state intervention, until the capitalist system perishes. This is the 
overall prospect of development of Western economics and will be the 

historic fate of its mainstream school. 
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The Significance of Contemporary Western Economics in Its Use for Reference 


We advocate adopting a realistic and analytical attitude toward contemporary 
Western economics and taking its scientific elements for reference, but this 
does not mean that we study Western economics solely for using it for refer- 
ence. An increasing number of economist-scholars in China hold that under 
current historical conditions we should study Western economics not only for 
using certain of its useful elements for reference, but also for defending 
Marxism and facilitating international contacts. 


Using the scientific elements in Western economics for reference basically 
serves to develop Marxist economics. Marxist economists have two basic 
historical missions: First, further developing the Marxist economics of 
capitalism, which has Marx’ "Das Kapital" and Lenin's "Imperialism, the 
Highest Stage of Capitalism" as its cornerstone; and second, building up and 
developing the Marxist economics of socialism. These two major parts of 
Marxist economics have dialectical materialism and historical materialism as 
their common theoretical basis, but they deal with different subjects, have 
different historical missions, and take different things from Western 
economics for reference. 


Marxist capitalist economics studies the capitalist mode of production. Its 
basic mission is to forge theoretical weapons needed by the proletarian revo- 
lution. The history of development of Marxist economics has shown that the 
orthodox schools of contemporary Western economics offer nothing that is use- 
ful for reference in the development of the basic Marxist economic theories 
like the theory of value and the theory of surplus value. Undoubtedly we 
should attach importance to these schools' detailed descriptions of various 
economic phenomena in capitalist society because they furnish valuable infor- 
mation that is useful to our understanding of the modern capitalist system. 
The unorthodox schools of contemporary Western economics are useful to con- 
temporary Marxist capitalist economics for reference. For instance, on one 
hand, the radical economists often regard themselves as Marxists, but they 
have revised Marxist economic theories and naturally many of their relevant 
viewpoints must not be endorsed by us. But on the other hand, in studying the 
modern capitalist system as something immediately around themselves, they have 
strived to expose to varying degrees the evils of capitalism. Some of their 
works in this connection are undou tedly useful for reference to Marxist 
capitalist economics which takes the scientific explanation of new phenomena 
and problems peculiar to capitalism as its own mission. 


Marxist socialist economics studies the socialist mode of production. Its 
basic mission is to furnish a theoretical basis for the institution and 
development of the ascendant socialist mode of production. Marx and Engels 
always objected to concocting out of the blue any socialist construction 
blueprints for later generations to follow, believing that this is nonsense 
belonging to utopian socialism and must be rejected by scientific socialism. 
They did not leave a system of socialist economic theories to later genera- 
tions, though they did build a rigorous and complete system of Marxist 
capitalist economics. Lenin did write on socialist economic questions in his 
later years, but he did not live long enough to build up a system of socialist 
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economics. Stalin published "Socialist Economic Question in the USSR" in 
his later years, instructed Soviet economists to write political economics 
textbooks on topics thet include socialism, and strived to build a system 
of socialist economics. For historical reasons these efforts can only be 
viewed as a useful beginning in building a theoretical system of socialist 
economics. 


The famous Polish economist Oskar Lange was the first to propose employing 
useful elements in contemporary Western economics to serve the building of 
socialist economics. In the 1930's, in his polemics against those Western 
economists who opposed socialism, like Mises, Hayek, Robbins, etc., he used 
the tools of Western microeconomics, like marginal anaiysis, equilibrium 
price analysis, etc., to prove the possibility and feasibility of achieving 
optimal resource allocation under the socialist system, and put forth the 
famous theory of market socialism. We believe that judging from the overall 
system's intrinsic nature the capitalist countries' model of economic 
development cannot serve as a model for China's socialist economic moderni- 


zation, and contemporary Western bourgeois economic theory, as the theoretical 


basis of the model of capitalist economic development, similarly cannot serve 
as a guiding ideology for China's socialist economic construction. However, 
we can selectively adopt some scientific elements in contemporary Western 
economics and use them for reference. Sorting out the scientific elements 
in contemporary Western economics is a complicated and meticulous job. Here 
we can only define some rough limits with regard to the following four 
aspects of Western economics: the object of studying theory, methodology, 
major theoretical branches, and major applied branches. 


The object of studying theory in contemporary Western economics holds that 
the central task of economics is to study the rational allocation of scarce 
resources, that is, to study the three major basic economic problems of what 
to produce, how to produce, and for whom goods should be produced. The 
shortcoming of the object of studying theory in Western economics is that 
general analysis is used instead of specific analysis, but this theory is 
highly useful in application. Moreover, the overwhelming importance of the 
rational resource allocation question to the socialist economy is also 
obvious. Therefore, the object of studying theory in contemporary Western 
economics is clearly useful to Marxist socialist economics for the purpose 
of reference. The methodology of contemporary Western economics features 
analyzing phenomena instead of the nature of things. This is an inherent 
defect in the methodology of vulgar economics. But some specific methods 
and tools of contemporary Western economics, like positive analysis and 
normative analysis, a description of history and theoretical model con- 
struction, static analysis and dynamic analysis, and the use of mathematics 
in economics with mathematical economics, econometrics, and statistical 
analysis as the basis, are to various extents scientific and can be used 
for reference in relation to the methodology of socialist economics. 


The principal theoretical branches of contemporary Western economics are 
microeconomics and macroeconomics, and the main theoretical subbranches 
include international economics, the comparative systems economics, 
development economics, etc. Western microeconomics merely pays attention 
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to the equilibrium price and avoids the analysis of value; that is why it is 
vulgar. However, it pays attention to studying the functions of the micro- 
economic system, ana thus contains some rational elements. For example, the 
analysis of demand, supply, and the equilibrium price in price theory, the 
theories of consumer behavior form part of this analysis, the theories of 
producers’ behavior and the market structure, the quantitative ajalysis of 
various basic incomes in the theory of distribution, the analysis of 
economic well-being and merits and imperfections in the market in theories 
of welfare economics, are, to a definite extent, scientific. The level of 
abstraction in Western macroeconomics is lower than in microeconomics. The 
central task is the study of the laws governing the functions of the 
national economy, and the key theory is that of national income determina- 
tion. This key theory basically comprises three parts, namely, the theory 
of national income accounting, static macroeconomic analysis, and dynamic 
macroeconomic analysis. Certain methods and concepts used in national 
income accounting theory, the analysis of conditions of equilibrium in the 
products market and the financial market in static macroeconomic theory, and 
the analysis of economic growth, economic cycles, and inflation in dynamic 
macroeconomic theory, can all be used for reference. Some rational elements 
are contained in topics like the following: the analysis of questions in 
Western international economics like the causes and benefits of trade, the 
international flow of production factors, exchange rates and international 
payments and receipts, and a description and analysis of the international 
monetary system and international economic organizations; the comparative 
study, in the Western economics of comparative systems, of the capitalist 
system and the socialist system, and of various models of capitalism and 
socialism; expositions in Western economics of the growth of socioeconomic 
characteristics, development strategy, and growth models of various cate- 
gories of developing nations; etc. Western applied economics includes many 
different branches like the economics of finance, money, economic policies, 
and management, and urban and environmental economics. These branches of 
economics embody a low level of abstraction and a high degree of applicability 
and offer a considerable amount of useful material for reference. For 
example, Western economic policies contain expositions on the system of 
economic objectives, the system of policy tools, microeconomic and macro- 
economic policies, and international economic policies, which are to a 
certain extent useful to us for reference. 


Generally speaking, in Western economics those branches that attain a high 
level of abstraction are less scientific, and vice versa; but even those 
branches featuring a high level of abstraction, like microeconomics, do 
contain some useful elements. Those branches with a lower level of abstrac- 
tion are often built on vulgar basic concepts and theoretical bases. For 
example, Western international economics is theoretically based on Western 
microeconomics. It analyzes demand, supply, and price instead of value and 
is not a scientific theory of value as applied to the international arena, 
and its theoretical foundation is fragile. Contemporary Western economics 
is a complicated social science. There are two necessary conditions for 
accurately mastering it and scientifically analyzing it: First, one must 
study the academic origins and current content of Western economics compre- 
hensively and systematically and must never be content with a superficial 
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knowledge of it; and second, one must adequately aaster Marxism. We must 
not deviate, even for a moment, from Marxism which is our telescope and 
microscope in studying Western economics. Only by using Marxism can we 
master the overall system and nature of Western economics, predict its 
development trend, and distinguish between its essence and its dross. 


The theoretical basis for China's socialist construction must be a system of 
Marxist economics of socialism with Chinese characteristics and suited to 
China's conditions. Building up the Marxist economics of socialism with 
Chinese characteristics is a large project which calls for study and 
creativeness in many areas. It requires us to conscientiously study China's 
conditions and review China's experience in socialist construction under the 
guidance of the basic tenets of Marxism. It also requires us to conscien- 
tiously study the economic theories and experience of economic modernization 
of other countries, including socialist countries, developed Western nations, 
and developing Third World nations. However, even if a foreign theory or 
model is scientific and is efficacious at a particular time for a foreign 
country, it must not be automatically used as a theoretical basis for 
governing China's economic policymaking and directly applied to China's 
actual socialist construction. A foreign theory or model, just like food, 
can become something useful only after digestion and assimilation. This is 
particularly true with Western economics because its usefulness for us is 
affected by differences in both national conditions and the basic system. 

We should not be overly imaginative, regard foreign theories as trash and 
refuse to study them and use them for reference. History has proved that 
this behavior will only result in ignorance. On the other hand, we should 
not unduly humble ourselves and treat foreign things as idols for us to 
worship. Even the most brilliant foreign theories cannot replace our own 
creations. 


Building a system of socialist economics with Chinese characteristics and 
fulfilling this great mission that history assigns to economists in China 
constitute a pressing matter today as we steadfastly implement the guiding 
principle of reform and opening China. We do not endorse the view that the 
time and conditions are ripe vet for building our socialist economics 
because our experience in the practice of socialist construction is inadequate. 
History has demonstrated that socialist society will undergo a long process of 
development. [Lt consists of several stages and corresponding to each there 
will be particular socialist economic problems that must be solved. Socialist 
economics will be gradually perfected with the development of the practice of 
socialist construction. We must not expect that we can have a panacea-like 
system of socialist economics that will be applicable to all stages of 
socialist society, but we have the obligation and the ability to build a 
socialist economic system that reflects and serves the practice of socialist 
construction in its present stage. 


/6091 
CSO: 4005/55] 


33 








AN INVESTIGATION OF RURAL HOUSEHOLD ENTERPRISES IN SUINING CITY 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 22-25 

[Report by Li Hongrui [2621 7703 0320]] 

[Text] IL. Growth and Types of Rural Household Enterprises 


Due to the further reform in rural villages, the peasants of Suining city, 
Sichuan Province who had been in a prolonged state of poverty have basically 
solved the problem of seeking a tolerant living. In order to become well-off 
as soon as possible, the peasants have urgently sought to go into production 
both in depth and in breadth. The gradual expansion of the market has 
prompted many peasant households to shift from unitarily engaging in con- 
tracted agricultural or forestry jobs to concurrently taking up different 
kinds of enterprises such as industry (mainly consisting of processing 
agricultural and sideline products), commerce, communications and transport, 
food and service trades, and so forth, and thus to become a new category of 
concurrent peasant households. Some peasant households have made use of 
their places of abode to serve as production premises and their household 
constituent members as the backbone workers, employed a small number of 
skilled hands and/or assistants and thereby formed household enterprises. 
According to 1985 year-end statistics, the number of Suining city's rural 
household enterprises has grown to 29,161, averaging one enterprise per 37 
peasant households. Their annual output value was 81.21 million yuan, 24 
percent of the gross output value of the whole city's township and town 
enterprises. 


The organizational forms of household enterprises in Suining have been of 
many kinds and types. Some have invited talents, technology and reputed and 
skilled hands to come into the household to establish an enterprise. Some 
have followed market demands and gone outside the household to form an 
enterprise. Some others have jointly formed enterprises based on the 
principle of volition and mutual benefit. 


Generally speaking, these household enterprises have their own relatively 
fixed production and operation premises as well as simple technological 

equipment suited to the scale of operations. They have a definite amount 
of fixed assets, circulation funds and a fixed staff. They possess the status 
of a legal person, do independent business accounting, are solely responsible 
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for their own profits and losses and pay taxes according to regulations. 
Their production and operation have a strong specialized character and their 
products have a high commodity rate. The main source of their household 
income is from the income of the household enterprise and the labor power 
of the whole household is mainly engaged in production and operation 
activities outside the realm of agriculture. 


At present, the whole city's rural household enterprises have generally 
taken up the following three operational forms: 


First, independent operations. A relatively large number of them belong to 
this category. Most of them are formed by a father, sons, or brothers. For 
development they depend on their own production conditions and certain 
specialized techniques and are mainly engaged in the processing of agricul- 
tural and sideline products and the production of traditional handicraft 
products. Between household members, a responsibility system according to 
division of work is carried out and economically an award and penalty system 
is enforced. Production management and operations are characterized by self- 
decisionmaking and adaptability. The benefits are direct, there is a high 
degree of enthusiasm for work and a strong sense of production responsi- 
bility. The fixed assets are small but the investment return is fast while 
the capability to respond to emergencies is strong. On the other hand, since 
they are individually run enterprises, they have the shortcomings of not 
having adequate trade information, operating more or less in a blind manner, 
and being solitary and weak in strength, all of which have imposed serious 
restrictions on their development. 


Second, joint-household operations. At present, the number of constituents 
in this category is still not large but is increasing rapidly. This type of 
household enterprises possesses certain elements of a cooperative economy on 
12 one hand and a rather heavy ingredient of a household economy on the 
o.ner, being rather loose and unstable in character. There are three forms 
of association: 1) Joint operation of relatives. Frequently a certain 
household has the conditions for engaging in a certain industry or trade, 
but, being solitary and weak in strength, and at the same time unwilling to 
go into partnership with "outsiders," it absorbs its relatives’ investments 
and labor power to jointly operate the enterprise. Inside the enterprise 
the principles of equality, mutual benefit and democratic management are 
enforced. Labor remuneration is based on the piecework system while in some” 
cases remuneration is on the basis of the number c: days of work. 2) Joint 
social operations. In general, this takes the households as component units, 
enforcing the combination of labor, technology and capital. Of the parties 
in the association some put in both capital and labor, :3ome only capital, 
while some only labor. The contractor type of enterprises usually practice 
this type of association. In the distribution of earnings, aside from paying 
taxes to the state and making collective retentions, in some cases distribu- 
tion to individuals is made; in some cases, on the basis of their capital 
contribution, or their labor contribution, or a combination of both labor 
and capital on a proportionate basis; and in some cases labor and technology 
are computed in percentages and distribution of the profits is based on the 
percentages. 3) Using the household as the basis, joint operation is carried 
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out with the state and the cooperative enterprises of this type have large 
amounts of capital and are strong in technology and production capability. 
Their sales are well protected and they have a strong vitality. 


Third, opecation by hired labor. Enterprises of this kind are mostly of the 
labor-intensive type, or are strong in technology and their production 
processes are numerous and complex. In general, they hire a small number 

of technicians, assistants and apprentices. For the present, only a few 
have hired a large number of employees and on a regular yearly basis. 


If classification is made on the basis of economic forms then there are the 
two categories of the contract type and the self-operated type. The former 
comprises household enterprises which, through agreements, contract from the 
collectives various kinds of jobs and enforce the systems of "fixing accord- 
ing to contracting," “contracting for delivery and completion of a job," 

and "profit distribution on a percentage basis."" The latter comprises those 
household enterprises whose means of production are owned by the household 
and which carry out independent accounting and are solely responsible for 
their own profits and losses. 


Il. The Special Features and Trend in Development of Rural Household 
Enterprises 


Judging from the case of Suining city, rural household enterprises, when 
compared with state-run and collective enterprises, have certain special 
features as follows: 


First, they are small in scale. In general, the enterprises have only three 
or four production workers (including hired assistant workers and skilled 
hands). The largest ones have less than 30 startf members. As for the fixed 
assets, the largest has at most 50,000 yuan, while usually the amount is 
2,000 to 3,000 yuan and some, even only several hundred yuan. Each enter- 
prise has an annual output value of only 3,000 to 4,000 yuan, the most do 
not exceed 300,000 yuan. Being small in size, they can easily shift to other 
lines of production and thus have a strong character of adaptability. 


Second, they are autonomous operation. The enterprises make their own deci- 
sions on such matters as direction of business, production organization, 
products marketing, distribution of earnings, and so forth. They thus 
possess much flexibility. If too busily occupied they can temporarily hire 
workers and assistants. They can produce their own products and do their own 
marketing or entrust other people to sell for them and they can also sign 
supply and sales agreements with stores. 


Third, the enterprises can be put into operation rapidly and reap good 
benefits. Generally speaking, they can start organizing and go into produc- 
tion in the same year and the majority of them can earn back their invest- 
ments in the same year in addition to profits. 


The development of rural household enterprises in Suining city is only 
starting and has good future prospects. Their progress has the following 
clear tendencies: 
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The first is the development from a plantation trade to the secondary and 
tertiary industries and from seasonal production to regular yearly produc- 
tion. In the beginning, the activities are in a "small way," engaging both 
in farming and in industry, doing farming during the busy farming season and 
reverting to industry in the slack season, and demonstrating the signs of 
family sideline pursuits. Following the accumulation of certain capital 
funds and after having a certain technical foundation, they begin to go into 
the undertakings both in depth and in breadth, proceeding from doing only 
concurrent jobs to attaining specialized development. For example, peasant 
Li Pinglin of village No 3 of Fuxing township in She Hong County originally 
in Fuxing township operated an earthenware processing workshop of a seasonal 
nature. The workshop was in operation during the slack farming season but 
stopped work during the busy farming season. After 1 to 2 years of develop- 
ment the level of earthenware-making became heightened and at the same time 
market demand increased. He then gave up his contracting for farm jobs and 
engaged regularly in the production of earthenware. Now the workshop's 
annual output is around 20,000 yuan. 


The second is developing progressively from a rural village to a small 
township and then to the county city. Townships and towns offer many 
facilities in communications and transport, a water supply and electricity, 
markets, information and intelligence, and technology. They thus attract 
the household enterprises of many peasants. According to She Hong County 
statistics, so far 325 peasant households have moved to the county city to 
settle down and to run their enterprises, taking care of their own liveli- 
hood. In recent years, the reform in the circulation areas has further 
broken up the demarcation line between the city and the countryside and the 
influx of peasants into townships, towns and county cities to run industrial 
and commercial enterprises has been continuously increasing. 


The third is the emergence from management of the “patriarchal" type to 
scientific management. At the very beginning household enterprises run by 
the peasant households employed the traditional method of management of the 
"patriarchal" type. After attaining a definite scale of operations the 
enterprises generally turned to the "manager type” of management and grad- 
ually learned how to follow market demands, increase the variety of products 
and improve their quality. The methods of linking pay remuneration to 
responsibility or linking awards or bonuses to responsibility and rewarding 
the diligent and pushing the lazy were employed. Some even proceeded, on 
the principles of volition, mutual benefit and equality, to select and 
appoint talents from outside. In the case of household enterprises of a 
larger scale, they generally set up the necessary financial and accounting 
systems, made economic analyses of the production and operation activities, 
and carried out scientific management. 


The fourth is the development from independently run enterprises to jointly 
run (cooperative) enterprises. At present, most of them operate jointly in 
production and marketing and through economic agreements fix the responsi- 
bility, power and interest relationships of the two parties of the producers 
(household enterprises) on the one side and the operators (branch units of 
the supply and marketing cooperatives, retail department of stores of 
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state-run commerce, specialized transport and sales units), on the other side. 
This is a type of loose association. Another type is the joint-stock type. 
[here are again two kinds. One kind calls for jointly subscribing to shares 
in operation. The shares are combined with labor and principal and interest 
payments are made in several years’ time. Personnel engaging in enterprises 
enforce the system of fixing the volume of piecework, with payment on a piece- 
work basis, and the more work that is done the larger the income. The demo- 
cratically elected managing personnel (plant head or manager, accountant, 
cashier, and so forth) receive fixed salaries and wages. Profits at the end 
of the year, after retaining a sufficient amount of circulating funds and a 
definite amount of accumulation funds, are distributed through allocating 
dividend per share. The other kind calls for keeping the principal intact 
and paying interest but not paying any dividends on shares. In ordinary 
times, distribution is made according to work. By the end of the year, 
distribution of the profits is made to the managing personnel and other 
workers tollowing the practice of linking awards to responsibility thus 
basically manifesting the principles of distribution according to work and 
the more work done the more income incurred. In this cooperative enterprise 
of the joint-stock type the means of production (including funds) subscribed 
to as share contributions belong to the shareholders, and within a stated 
period of years are used by the enterprise on a compensatory basis and 
returned with interest to the shareholders. But the newly increased fixed 
assets following the full repayment of loans and capital subscriptions belong 
to the cooperative enterprise collectively (there are also cases in which new 
shareholders are solicited to join the enterprise to continue in joint opera- 
tion). Joint-stock cooperation (joint operation) is adaptable to associations 
among peasants and also to associations between peasants with collective and 
state-run enterprises. It is a good way to extensively develop lateral 
economic relationships. 


Ill. The Status and Functions of Rural Household Enterprises 


Rural household enterprises are currently playing an increasingly important 
role in the rural economic and social life of Suining city. 


First, they are beneficial in developing the rural commodity economy. San Feng 
District of Pong Xi County has poor and thin soil and undeveloped communica- 
tions facilities and is the most impoverished district of the whole county. 
But the peasants in the district took full advantage of the district's 
plentiful growth of sweet potatoes and vigorously developed a noodle 
processing industry. This helped them to accumulate funds and to increase 
their earnings and led the way to the development of other household enter- 
prises. By the end of 1985 there were 2,380 household enterprises in the 
whole county, engaging in 2,484 items or projects and realizing a gross 
output value of 5.174 million yuan, averaging a per capita output value of 
431 yuan. Household enterprises have widened the production scope of rural 
villages and the commodity market, made an increasing number of peasants more 
directly and more frequently enter into commodity exchanges with the outside, 
and thus strengthened the economic relationship between the districts and 

the city and countryside. 











Second, they are beneficial to the on-the-spot transfer of rural labor power. 
In Long Chi village No 5 of Liu Shu township in She Hong County, each person 
on the average had over 1 fen of land and the surplus labor power was 80 
percent. Now, with the exception of one household of disabled persons, each 
household has set up a household enterprise. In 1985 there were 3 households 
with an income each of about 10,000 yuan and 10 households with an income 
each of about 5,000 yuan. The setting up of household enterprises has 
brought about the full utilization of rural labor power and made the 
populace jointly well-off. 


Third, they are beneficial to the full utilization of rural idle funds. 
According to an investigation the idle funds in villages in the whole city 
amounted to 100 million yuan, averaging over 30 yuan per person. The 
development of household enterprises has gathered together the surplus funds 
of the people and used them to develop secondary and tertiary industries, 
thus avoiding the phenomenon of overconsumption in rural villages. This 
ensures the future prolonged development of the rural economy. 


Fourth, they are beneficial to readjusting the rural industrial structure. 
In those places where household enterprises have developed rather rapidly, 
a situation has appeared in which the "10 wheels" of agricutlure and industry 
are rolling together, namely, agriculture, forestry, animal husbandry, side- 
line production, tisheries, industry, commerce, construction, transport and 

services, and of the flying development of the commodity economy. 


Fifth, they are beneficial to converting their superiority in natural resources 


to a superiority in commodities. Nanjiang District is located in the suburbs 
of Suining city. Peopie there have used their plentiful resources of sand 
and stone to make prefabricated parts of articles and used their superiority 
in bamboo resources to produce knitted wares, household tools and they have 
also used their rich supply of manpower to develop tertiary industries such 
as tricycle transport. All this has served to fully display the superiority 
in resources and helped to increase the peasants" income. 


Sixth, they are beneficial to accelerating the steps in building small 
townships and towns. The peasants that settle down in townships and towns to 
establish enterprises and take care of their own livelihood have in turn 
brought new life to the townships and towns, opened up new taxation sources 
for the state and lightened the difficulties of the shortage of funds for 
construction in small townships and towns. 


Seventh, they are beneficial to the coordinated development of the entire 
national economy. In making needed replenishments and filling gaps in the 
economy and reciprocally depending for existence and cooperating with the 
township state-run and collective enterprises household enterprises have 
formed an important constitutent part of the specialized and socialized 
production structure. Particularly in a relatively impoverished area such 
as Suining city rural household enterprises have indeed played an 
especially large role in economic development. 
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In addition, the development of household enterprises has fully unearthed the 
various kinds of talents and traditional artcrafts of rural villages and made 
the vast masses of peasants, in carrying out commodity production, learn the 

uses of business information and scientific knowledge, broadened their vision 
and improved their quality. 


Suining’: experiences have amply shown that, in their capacity to replenish 
the socialist economy, the rural individual economy and private enterprises 
are beneficial to all such respects in realizing the integration of funds, 
technology and labor power to quickly form social productive forces, provide 
employment opportunities on various sides and facilitate the growth and 
maturing of management and operational personnel. Hence it is necessary to 
enforce a policy calling for their long-term stability, protecting their 
proper operations and legitimate interests and refraining from willfully 

and compulsorily changing their production forms. 


IV. Certain Policy Problems Regarding the Development of Rural Household 
Enterprises 


First, due to the low level of our rural productive forces, in the course of 
household enterprises just making a start and expanding their scale of 
operation, problems in hiring workers have frequently arisen. Since the 
conditions of hired labor in household enterprises are rather complex they 
need to be treated separately. Some rural household enterprises retain a 
certain proportion of accumulations from after-tax profits to serve as the 
collective's publicly owned properties; some have adopted various forms to 
parcel out a portion of the profits to revert to the workers; some have made 
stipulations on profit dividends and on fixing a top limit for the enter- 
prise's main income, and so on, all of which have illustrated that the 
enterprises have in varying degrees possessed the elements of a collective 
economy. They should thus be helped to develop in a satisfactory manner. 

As for the problems incurred from hired labor, such as excessive divergences 
in income distribution, they may be adjusted or kept under control through 
management and legislation. 


Second, in setting up household enterprises peasants have often come face to 
face with the problem of having insufficient capital. To solve this problen, 
aside from seeking active help and special treatment from financial depart- 
ments, it is still necessary to dig into the potentials of the villages’ own 
funds and to actively open new channels for the merging of funds. For 
example, encouragement should be given to households to raise funds among 
themselves to jointly run enterprises, and to import or absorb funds from 
outside the countryside, outside the county and outside areas. The setting 
up of a rural money market, the establishment of various kinds of financial 
structures such as insurance companies, trust companies, and so forth, and, 
in localities bestowed with the necessary conditions, trusts and deposits and 
loan businesses may also be initiated. 


Third, in levying taxes on household enterprises taxation departments should 
live up to the principles of benefiting from production development, nurse 
and help the growth of tax sources, and refrain from making discriminating 
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or harsh tax demands. Regarding regulations on tax levies and tax exemptions 
of jointly run enterprises the treatment should be the same as that accorded 
to collective enterprises. As for those household enterprises whose business 
income may not be teasibly subject to supervision we should follow the prac- 
tice of tax-levying according to a fixed business volume and a fixed tax rate 
or alternately resorting to the method of tax-levying on progressively 
increased contracting to encourage them to actively engage in their opera- 
tions and to expand production. 


Fourth, under the present conditions of household enterprises they lack 
suitable work sites for production and operations are fairly prominent. 
Leadership at various levels and relevant departments should adopt an active 
and initiatory attitude in resolving this difficulty. We should consider 
allowing them to rent and lease public buildings, drying grounds and private 
houses, or permit them to rebuild old houses or make use of the sites of 
demolished houses to put up new ones. As for those definitely requiring 

a new acquisition of land, their requisitions should be duly entertained 
following rigid scrutiny and assessment. However, in any case, the regula- 
tions calling for payment of land rent should be strictly adhered to. 


Fifth, the administrative and control departments of industry and commerce 
should promptly carry out their work of registration and issue permits and 
strengthen control. The phenomenon ot randomly collecting fees and improper 
levies should be forbidden. In the case of peasant households which under- 
take to take care of their own livelihood in going to townships or towns to 
start enterprises we should cooperate with the relevant public security and 
municipal building departments to provide them with the relevant public 
security and municipal building departments to provide them with every kind 
of facilities. We should mobilize forces to conduct a full survey of house- 
hold enterprises and provide major protection to deserving enterprises. In 
the event a dispute arises in production and operation activities, the 
judiciary and industrial and commercial departments should promptly perform 
the necessary regulation and arbitration work. 
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LENIN'S THEORY OF REFLECTION AND PIAGET'S GENETIC EPISTEMOLOGY (CONTINUED) 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 26-31 

[Part two of article by Zhao Biru [6392 3880 1172]] 

[Text] IV 


In "Materialism and Empirio-Criticism,” Lenin systematically dwelt on the 
fundamental principles of the dialectical materialist theory of reflection. 
How did Comrade Wang Zhenwu treat ideas about the dialectical materialist 
theory of reflection mentioned in this work by Lenin? He wrote: "In my 
opinion Lenin's thoughts on the theory of reflection should be evaluated on 
the basis of horizontal and vertical historical coordinates [as published]. 
(Footnote 33) (Wang Zhenwu's "New Exploration on the Definitions of 
Epistemology," see ZHEXUE YANJIU [PHILOSOPHICAL RESEARCH], No 4, 1986) 


He first pointed out: "This book was written to reflect idealism out of a 
need to discuss war, given the political background at that time. Just as 
the title of the book suggests, what is mainly stressed is the antithesis 
between materialism and ‘empirio-criticism' and not the antithesis between 
dialectical materialism and ‘empirio-criticism.' Therefore, what the book 
mainly deals with is epistemological materialism and not epistemological 
dialectics. Therefore, we should not treat general materialist Lenin's 
epistemological viewpoints as dialectical-materialist epistemological 
viewpoints." (Footnote 34) (Wang Zhenwu: "New Exploration on the Definitions 


of Epistemology," see ZHEXUE YANJIU, No 4, 1986) Here we can see very clearly 


that Comrade Wang Zhenwu based his judgment on the title of the book. He was 


not considering problems with the concrete contents of the whole book in mind. 


Moreover, without even considering the extremely clear title, "Empirio- 
Criticism Epistemology and Dialectical Materialism Epistemology," in the 
first three chapters of the book, he drew the conclusion that "what is 
stressed in the book mainly is epistemological materialism and not 
epistemological dialectics." We may ask: Is what Lenin dwells on under 
this title not the very antithesis between dialectical materialist 
epistemology and empirio-criticism epistemology? Epistemology described by 
Lenin in the three chapters is not only materialist epistemology but also 
dialectical-materialist epistemology, or epistemology which originates from 
dialectics and which is also organically merged with dialectics. 


42 











Touching on the presentation of the theory of reflection Comrade Wang Zhenwu 
said: “At that time Lenin had not read Marx' '1844 Manuscripts on Economics 
and Philosophy." He presented the theory of reflection only on the basis of 
the achievements then in natural science." His purpose was to get the point 
across that Lenin's theory of reflection did have in it such features as 
those embodied in Marx' epistemology as “always persisting in understanding 
people's knowledge, as far as the relations between subject and object are 
concerned; greatly stressing the dynamic role of knowledge and its purpose... 
(Feotnote 35) (These features were pointed out by Comrade Wang Zhenwu in 
analyzing "1844 Manuscripts on Economics and Philosophy") Historical facts 
show that such an argument does not hold water. The path to the formation 
and development of Lenin's theory of reflection was not such a simple affair. 
Actually, works by Marx and Engels had expressed ideas about the theory of 
reflection. In Engels' works especially, the cencept of reflection had 

been applied many times. For example, Marx pointed cut: "Things like con- 
cepts are nothing but matter transferred to a person's mind and transformed 
in it." (Footnote 36) ("Coilected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 23, p 24) 
Engels pointed out: "All concepts come from experience and are reflections 
of reality--correct or distorted reflections." "In the mind dialectics are 
only a reflection of an operational form in the real world (the natural world 
and history)." (Footnote 37) ("Collected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 20, 
pp 661, 545) Lenin carried on and developed dialectical-materialist 
epistemology from Marx and Engels, or from their thoughts about the theory 
of reflection. In “Materialism and Empirio-Criticism," from the dialectical 
materialist point of view he criticized various idealist theories of 
knowledge that appeared in the early part of the 20th century. Meanwhile, 
from the high plane of philosophy he summarized achievements attributed to 
discoveries in contemporary natural sciences and especially the achievements 
in neurophysiology research in studying the material being of psychological 
phenomena (the nervous system). On this basis, he creatively developed 
Marxist dialectical-materialist epistemology, or ideas about the theory of 
reflection. He proposed the fundamental principles of such a theory of 
reflection as mental activity (psychology and consciousness) “being the 
function of the brain and a reflection of the external world." He also did 
thorough research, thus enabling the theory of reflection to evolve into a 
perfect theoretical system. Comrade Wang Zhenwu metaphysically separated 
ideas about Lenin's theory of reflection from Marx' principles on 
epistemology. This is not right. In fact, ideas about Lenin's theory of 
reflection are synonymous with Marx’ and Engels’ principles on epistemology. 
There is no conflict. The mutual relations between them work out like this: 
The latter are the starting point of the former and the former represent the 
continuation and development of the latter. 


Touching on the presentation of the concept of reflection Comrade Wang 

Zhenwu also said: "To uphold the materialist line of knowledge, 

physiologist Sechenov then proposed the reflect concept calling psychological 
phenomena reflexes. Lenin summarized things philosophically putting forward 
the concept of reflection. Yet the concept of reflection has extremely great 
drawbacks. It actually lumps together physiological and psychological 
things." In fact, Lenin's theory of reflection in its formation and develop- 
ment not only summarized philosophically the achievements then in natural 
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science but also summarized the achievements in neurophysiology, including 
Sechenov's research on the reflect of the cerebrum. In one of his earlier 
works, "Who Are the ‘Friends of the People’ and How Do They Attack Social 
Democrats?" Lenin wrote: "He, this scientific psychologist, gave up 
philosophical theory of the soul, directly studying the material being (the 
nervous system) of psychological phenomena and thus, for example, analyzing 
and spelling out certain psychological processes." (Footnote 38) ("Collected 
Works of Lenin," Vol 1, p 124) Here, Lenin spoke highly of the scientific 
psychologist who studied the material being of psychological phenomena. 

This shows that in his research on epistemology he paid a lot of attention 
to studying the natural scientific basis for psychological phenomena or the 
existing form that psychological phenomena assume. In the theory of reflec- 
tion Lenin spelled out the essence of psychology, consciousness and the mind, 
as far as the two fields--"the functions of the brain" and "the reflection 
of the external world," or the two aspects--ontology and epistemology--are 
concerned. This physiological concept, "the functions of the brain" in 
Lenin's theory of reflection system was cited from neurophysiology. Such a 
concept of epistemology as "reflection" was by no means only put forward 
after Lenin generalized and summarized Sechenov's research on the reflex of 
the cerebrum, as Comrade Wang Zhenwu said. Materialists before Marx had 
long ago suggested interpreting knowledge as reflection and had long ago 
started applying the concept of reflection. On the basis of carrying on 

and developing the principles of Marx" and Engels' epistemology, Lenin only 
vested this concept with new dynamic implications. Touching on Sechenov's 
concept of reflection Comrade Wang Zhenwu stressed the "extremely great 
drawback" of “lumping together physiological and psychological things." It 
seems that the purpose was to make it clear that since Lenin's concept of 
reflection was proposed on the basis of the reflect concept marked with an 
"extremely great drawback," then it was unavoidably stained with some 
unhealthy factors. What should be stressed about this point is that accord- 
ing to the principles of the theory of reflection psychology and conscious- 
ness related to the brain are functions of the brain. The reflect activity 
of the brain is the physiological basis or the existing form in psychology 
and consciousness and is the activity of the brain and the external world 
interacting with each other, or the activity of the brain responding to the 
influences of the external world. The occurrence and development of such 
activity is subordinated to the law of higher nerve activity. But this does 
not mean that psychology and consciousness activity can be summarized as 
higher nerve activity. Psychology and consciousness are subordinated to the 
law of higher nerve activity. But the law of higher nerve activity cannot 
explain the question of how the richness and variety of psychology and con- 
sciousness have come about. The reflect action of the brain is complicated, 
with many levels involved. What is referred to in the theory of reflection 
is the higher form of new quality which the reflex activity produced on the 
physiological basis assumes. Such a new higher form is the higher func- 
tional system produced in interaction between people and the external world 
(the natural world and especially society) and between subject and object. 
Such a higher functional system and the contents of psychology and con- 
sciousness--the reflection of the external world--represent dialectical 
unity. The theoretical system of the theory of reflection calls for 
analyzing and understanding their essence on the basis of the viewpoint 
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of such dialectical unity. For this very reason, Lenin's theory of refle 
tion has overcome various incorrect ideas about mutual relations between 
psychological and physiological thinys, or has allowed the separation of 
psychological and physiological thines, with psychological things 
idealistically treated as pure mental things, Jitn psychological things 
treated as physiological things with exp’anations given in terms of bioloey, 
or with psychological things and physiclogical things treated as two kind: 
of things in balance. A dual conclusiv.. is thus drawn. Comrade Wang Zhenwu 
said: “The reflex concept has an extremely erect drowback. It actually 
lumps together physiological and psychological things." This view is essen 
tially based on a wrong conclusion drawn due to the failure to correc! 
understand, on the basis of Lenin's theory of reflection, the mutual rela- 
tions between the functions of the brain and the reflection of the external 
world. 


After “Dialectical Materialism and Empirio-Criticism," in his "Notes on 
Philosophy” Lenin critically studied Hegel's viewpoints on vhilosophy from 
the dialectical-materialist standpoint. On this basis he further enri 

and developed the fundamental principles of the dialectical-materiali 
theory of reflection. In analyzing problems with Lenin's theory of refls 
tion confined to vertical historical coordinates, Comrade Wang Zhenwu put 
forward a view contrary to this. He wrote: "After the work ‘Materia 

and Empirio-Criticism,' Lenin wrote another book, ‘Notes on Philosoph) 
this book Lenin gave prominence to epistemological dialectics, 
study of epistemology a step forward." What does the wording "! 
study of epistemology a step forward" after all refer to? Comrade Wa 


tte, , ] 


Zhenwu analyzed this passage in Lenin's “Notes on Philosophy": Knowledye 
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has hitherto worked on an object only dialectically: Moving backward for 
the sake of more accurate progress...(a standard (equal practice) compatibls 
with one of the numerous aspects of actual things)." (Footnote 39) ("“Collecte: 


Works of Lenin," Vol 38, p 310) After making this analysis he drew this con- 
clusion: “In ‘Notes on Philosophy’ Lenin began to perceive the limitations 


of the concept of reflection.” We may ask: From this line, spelling out the 
dialectics of knowledge (reflection), how can a conclusion be ¢ . about the 
limitations of the concept of reflection? In the two books, "“itcerialism and 


Empirio-Criticism" and "Notes on Philosophy," Comrade Wanp ” mit trying 
hard to look for contradictions on the question of the theory of reflecti 

But in Lenin's “Notes on Philosophy” there was not a single viewpoint divorce: 
from the fundamental principles vf the theory of reflection. On the con 
trary, it served to further verify and deepen fundamental 

the theory of reflection. 


Comrade Qiu Renzong's criticism of the theory of reflection is directed 
against the path to understanding truth. He wrote: "Our country's tradi 
tional epistemology follows a linear pattern for knowledge. This means 
considering knowledge as a linear process in practice--perceptual knowledge-- 
rational knowledge--practice. This pattern of course portrays certain aspects 


of knowledge but oversimplifies the actual process of knowledge." (Footnote 40) 


(Qiu Renzong: "Three-Dimensional Network Pattern for Knowledge," BAIKE ZHISHI 
|ENCYCLOPEDICAL KNOWLEDGE], No 9, 1985) Concerning this line it can be 
analyzed in three respects: 











First, in starting an effort to prove his own viewpoint Comrade Qiu Renzong 
said at the very outset: "Where does knowledge come from? We usually use 
‘reflection’ in summarizing things...." Based on this very theory of 
reflection as a premise he put the process of cognition represented by 
“knowledge being practice--perceptual knowledge--rational knowledge--practice" 
as a linear process. Meanwhile, he thoughi that since this process was only 
capable of describing certain aspect i knowledge it has oversimplified 

the actual process cognition. fhen does such a serious drawback after all 
exist in the formula of the process of cognition in the theory of reflection? 
As far as the viewpoint based on Lenin's theory of reflection is concerned, 
to understand in-an overall, correct and penetrating manner the process of 
the human brain reflecting on the external world, we must take into consid- 
eration three connecting systems: the system reflecting connection with the 
brain, the system reflecting connection with the external world, and the 
system reflecting connection with external activities (actual activities). 
Concerning the study of the process of the human brain reflecting the 
external world (which covers the process of cognition but is not confined 

to it, with all other things like emotion, will, individuality, etc.), only 
by applying in an overall and comprehensive manner and in a way that cuts 
across given subjects of study the rich data obtained in studying these 

three systems of connection, can we achieve profound understanding. In the 
past several decades psychology, with Lenin's theory of reflection as its 
philosophic basis, has exactly been following this path in carrying out its 
own specialized research work in various fields and has achieved fruitful 
results in these fields. Meanwhile, it should be further pointed out that 
the question of the human brain reflecting the external world, or the ques- 
tion of reflecting mutual relations and interconnections between the human 
brain and the external world and external activities is an extremely compli- 
cated comprehensive problem commonly studied in philosophy, neurophysiology, 
linguistics, logic, artificial intelligence, the theory of control, the idea 
of information, sociology, and many other sciences. The overall study of 
this problem requires philosophy and many sciences to join forces in research. 
Within this big connecting system, every science takes up only this or that 
aspect of an extremely complicated problem that exists in it. Needless to 
say, the subjects of study in the epistemological “theory of reflection" can 
never fully cover the contents of all processes of cognition commonly 

studied by many sciences. The core problem to be studied in epistemology is 
the one concerning truth. In analyzing the problem about understanding truth, 
epistemology can entirely leave out other sciences as the focus in studying 
the other aspects of the process of cognition. For example, in the study ot 
psychology, about how the individual process of cognition forms and develops, 
the physiological mechanism of the process of cognition, and a series of 
other problems can be left out. Touching on the dialectical way of under- 
standing truth, Lenin wrote: “From direct perception through the senses in 
vivid way to abstract thinking and from abstract thinking to practice--this 
is the dialectical way to understand truth and understand objective reality.’ 
(Footnote 41) ("Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 38, p 181) It must be noted 
that the formula of knowledge being practice--perceptual knowledge--rational 
knowledge--practice which was criticized by Comrade Qiu Renzong is, in 
essence, being used to the fundamental principles of a theory of reflection 
such as the dialectical way of understanding truth pointed out by Lenin. 











Theory about the dialectical way of understanding truth is the core component 
of the theoretical system of this theory of reflection. But what it studies 
is after all only one problem in the whole process of cognition. Just because 
this formula cannot express the contents of various aspects of all processes 
of cognition in a perfect way without omitting anything, we can never draw 
the conclusion that it has “put the actual process of cognition in an over- 
simplified way." 


Second, Comrade Qiu Renzong treated as a linear rrocess “knowledge being 
practice--perceptual knowledge--rational knowled°:--practice,” or the 
dialectical way of understanding truth. This is a misinterpretation of 
Lenin's theory of reflection. Regarding the way of understanding truth, 
Lenin pointed out: "Man's knowledge is not in a straight line (which means 
not tollowing a straight line) and is infinitely close to a string of rings 
and close to the curves of a screw. Any fragment, shard or small section 

of this curve line can be turned (one-sidedly) into an independent and 
perfect straight line. This straight line can lead people (if on’y trees, 
and not the forest, are kept in sight) to an abyss...(there, the class 
interests of the ruling class will consolidate it). A straight line and one- 
sidedness, rigidity and inflexibility, subjectivism and subjective blindness 
are at the roots of idealist epistemology." (Footnote 42) ("Collected Works 
of Lenin,” Vol 38, pp 411-412) From this it can be seen that the drawback 
of the "linear pattern for cognition" or the “linear process" criticized by 
Comrade Qiu Renzong basically does not exist in the system of Lenin's theory 
of retilection. 


Third, concerning Comrade Qiu Renzong's criticizing the formula about the way 
of understanding truth in the theory of reflection as "putting the actual 
process of cognition in an oversimplified way," we should make a supplemental 
analysis in another respect. If such a serious drawback does really exist 

in this formula, then it basically cannot hold its own and should naturally 
be dropped. But this is not an objective fact. On the one hand, an aspect 
such as the dialectical way of understanding truth is interrelated to other 
aspects of the process of cognition permeating and transforming into each 
other, and never exists in isolation. Between them, extremely complicated 
relations exist. On the other hand, more importantly, the dialectical way 

of understanding truth embodies extremely rich dialectical factors: "Not 
only is transformation from matter into consciousness dialectical but trans- 
formation from perception into thinking is also dialectical." (Footnote 43) 
("Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 38, p 314) "Where does the difference 
between dialectical transformation and nondialectical transformation lie?" 
"It lies in a leap, in contradiction, in the interruption of the process of 
gradual progress, and in existing and nonexisting unity." (Footnote 44) 
("Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 38, p 314) In the practice of understanding 
truth, we must "test the correctness of these reflections and apply them, 
thus getting close to the objective truth." (Footnote 45) ("Collected Works 
of Lenin," Vol 38, p 215) From this, it can be seen that the way of under- 
standing truth in the theoretical system of the theory of reflection is an 
extremely complicated process. How can we say that to do so is to “put the 
actual process of cognition in oversimplified terms"? It seems that it is 
not that the way of understanding truth is "oversimplified," as Comrade Qiu 
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Renzong criticized. Instead, Comrade Qiu Renzong put not only the contents 
of this way of understanding truth but also the whole theory of reflection 
in oversimplified terms. 


Conclusion 
At the conclusion of this article, four points must also be made clear: 


First, in the system of Piaget's theory great att: ntion was paid to the 
problem of interrelations between psychology and pailosophy (logic and 
epistemology). This is thinking that shows great farsightedness. This 
thinking is fundamentally synonymous with Lenin's viewpoint in calling for 
the treatment of psychology as the makeup of dialectics and epistemology. 
The historical fact of scientific development shows that the differentiation 
of psychology from philosophy does not mean that psychology and philosophy 
are separated. Between psychology and philosophy these interrelations always 
exist: Any philosophic problem contains psychological factors. Similarly, 
any psychological problem contains philosophic factors. Many psychological 
problems can be studied from the angle of a philosophic aspect. Concerning 
some problems it is especially difficult to determine whether they are after 
all subjects of study in the psychological or philosophic field. This is 
because the subjects of study in the psychological field are inseparably 
linked with the most fundamental theory of philosophy. The study of 
psychological problems from the angle of a philosophic aspect constitutes a 
branch of psychology, or philosophic problems in psychology. But no matter 
how we study and analyze concrete problems in the process of cognition, it is 
necessary to draw a line of distinction between epistemology and psychology. 
Otherwise, we might end up psychologizing epistemology or putting psychology 
in epistemological terms. This way of lumping together the general and the 
individual cannot be followed. 


In Piaget's later works, or in, say, “The Principles of the Theory of the 
Emergence of Knowledge" which has the greatest influence in our academic 
theory circles, some viewpoints come close to the fundamental principles of 
dialectical materialism. From that it is very difficult to seek any view- 
point that serves to negate the fundamental principles of Lenin's theory of 
reflection. From this it can be seen that there is no scientific basis for 
the attempted use by some comrades in our academic theory circles in the 
structure of intelligence, its makeup, and other concepts in Piaget's 
theory of the emergeace of knowledge to negate the fundamental principles 
of Lenin's theory o. reflection. 


Second, the different forms and levels of the subjective reflection of the 
objective world are the common subject of study in a number of sciences. 
What is studied in the dialectical-materialist theory is only the most 
common and most essential elements in the process of reflection. Some 
specific characteristics are individual subjects of scientific research. 
They can never all be included in the dialectical-materialist theory of 
reflection without any omissions. For example, selectivity is one of the 
characteristics of the process of reflection. The range of attention in 
psychology is the specialized study of the selectivity of knowledge 
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(consciousness). In ordinary psychology textbooks one section is devoted to 
the interpretation of the range of attention: “Attention is an expression of 
the direction and concentration of a man's psychological activity where a 
given object is concerned. It is a form cf the subjective reflection on the 
objective world. When a man pays attention his psychological activity is 
always selectively reflecting a given object." In presenting the theory of 
reflection Comrade Wang Zhenwu pointed out: "The innate attribute of 
knowledge is not reflection but selectivity.” This is actually replacing 
the concept of reflection in Lenin's theory of reflection with the range of 
attention in psychology. Comrade Wang Zhenwu's writings in this respect 

did not put forward anything new other than to repeat, in a different way, 
the most common viewpoint in the section on attention in psychology. 


fhird, a foundation was laid for the theory of reflection in the works of 
Marx and Engels long ago. But as a theoretical form which spelJed out in a 
Systematic and overall manner the process of people understanding the objec- 
tive world, it was founded by Lenin in the early part of the 20th century. 
Lenin's theory of reflection was established on the basis of philosophically 
summarizing the rich knowledge accumulated in all concrete scientific 
developments regarding nature, society and thinking at that time. It is 
therefore highly scientific. But the theory of reflection does not put an 
end to the truth of mankind's understanding of the objective world. It is a 
theoretical system that calls for being continuously enriched and developed 
in the historical practice of society and in the history of the development 
of various sciences. It calls for continuing to critically absorb and 
utilize the latest achievements in the development of various sciences and 
for solving various new problems of cognition posed by objective reality. 

If Lenin's theory of reflection is treated as a fixed and inflexible dogma, 
that is incorrect. If the furdamental principles of Lenin's theory of 
reflection are negated and if we should consider this theory to "have lost 
its power of dialectically and vividly understanding knowledge" blindly 
worshipping bourgeois philosophical thinking and freely calling for replacing 
it with this or that Western theory, that is also wrong. To uphold and develop 
Lenin's theory of reflection we must first seriously study Lenin's theory of 
reflection. We must realistically grasp its spiritual essence and also take 
rich data in scientific research as a basis for demonstration. If there is 
not even such a basis then we basically cannot talk about the question of 
upholding and developing it. 


Fourth, in recent years there has been much talk about using Piaget's theory 
on the emergence of knowledge to negate Lenin's theory of reflection. But 
what is interesting is: How did Piaget understand Lenin's theory of 
reflection? No one has talked about this. There is no harm in finally 
taking up this problem. Perhaps this will help our research in this 
respect. 


Piaget did not write any work devoted to the discussion of Lenin's theory of 

reflection. In analyzing concrete problems about the theory of the emergence 
of knowledge a fundamental concept such as "reflection" in Lenin's theory of 

reflection was also not specifically considered. But he had his own views 

on Lenin's theory of reflection. He also had a sharp and heated debate with 
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the Soviet philosopher (Kai-de-luo-fu) [0418 1795 3157 1133] over this 
problem. (Footnote 46) (Originally printed in the Soviet magazine PROBLEMS 
IN PHILOSOPHY [ZHEXUE WENTI 0772 1331 0795 7344], No 9, 1981; see the trans- 
lation by Li Shubo in ZIRAN KEXUE ZHEXUE WENTI CONGKAN [5261 3544 4430 1331 
0773 1331 0795 7344 0654 0436], No 1, 1982) Piaget asked (Kai-de-luo-fu) to 
explain his view of Lenin's theory of reflection. The latter firmly answered: 
"I of course fully support the theory of reflection. I also adhere to the 
stand on the theory of reflection." Piaget also gave his own viewpoint, as 
he said: "No, no! This theory is entirely wrong. This is sheerly a static 
theory: this is object, that is object reflected in the cerebrum in a 
mirror-like fashion." (Kai-de-luo-fu) retorted: "This is the view of 
laymen. They treat the theory of reflection from a vulgar and metaphysical 
point of view describing an image or a reflection as something rigid, 
finished once and for all, fixed and static. Lenin, for his part, treated 
an image or a reflection as the dynamic operation of knowledge with the 
subject (concept) continuously getting near to the object." Then quoting 
relevant remarks from Lenin's “Notes on Philosophy," (Kai-de-luo-fu) said: 
On this problem, Lenin had an original view. Lenin pointed out: "Knowledge 
is thinking forever and endlessly getting close to the object. The reflec- 
tion of the natural world in people's thinking should be interpreted not as 
"fixed,' not as ‘abstract,' not as immobile and not as free from contradic- 
tions, but as being placed in the eternal process of motion and in the 
eternal process of contradictions arising and their solutions." (Footnote 47) 
("Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 38, p 208) After listening to what 
(Kai-de-luo-fu) said by qucting from authorities, Piaget said: "Ah, good, I 
agree that this is the wav Lenin interpreted reflection. It is the way you 
just described it...." 


Piaget also further exchanged views with (Kai-de-luo-fu) on scientific crea- 
tion and its interrelations with the concept of reflection. Piaget made a 
strict distinction between these two processes. He considered that man- 
kind's conscious activity of creation greaily exceeded the activity of 
reflection. (Kai-de-luo-fu's) view was different from this. He said: "Some 
Soviet philosophers also support this viewpoint. I hold a different view. 

I think that these are not two different functions of consciousness but are 
the same function. Moreover, only through the process of creation can the 
process of reflection be carried out. Only in this way can new images, 
concepts, abstractions and other products of mankind's intelligence come 
into being." On this problem (Kai-de-luo-fu) again quoted Lenin's words: 
"Knowledge is people's reflection of the natural world. But this is not a 
simple, direct and complete reflection but a series of abstract processes, 
or processes of concepts, laws, and so forth shaping up and forming...." 
(Footnote 48) ("Collected Works of Lenin," Vol 38, p 194) In conclusion 
(Kai-de-luo-fu) said: "This means that reflection and creation are 
inseparable. The former accompanies the latter. Only through the latter 
can the former be realized." 


In light of the above debate it is not difficult to see that Piaget at first 
treated Lenin's theory of reflection as static and wrong, mainly because he 
had failed to study any of Lenin's works on the theory of reflection, thus 

not understanding the essence of his thinking on the theory. On this point 
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in his debate with (Kai-de-luo-fu) he said very clearly: "I do not know any- 
thing about what Lenin wrote." Moreover, I do not have your kind of 
dialectics." It must be noted that Lenin's theory of reflection is a 
dialectical-materialist theory. Its feature lies in applying dialectics to 
epistemology. Piaget at the very outset separated epistemology and dialec- 
tics in understanding Lenin's theory of reflection. He lumped together the 
concept of reflection in Lenin's theory of reflection and the concept of 
reaction in behaviorist psychology. It is common knowledge that Piaget most 
resolutely opposed such a mechanical materialist formula as behaviorist 
"stimulation--reaction" (S*R). After seriously listening to (Kai-de-luo-fu's) 
remarks in explaining the dynamic role of the concept of reflection by quoting 
from authorities, he immediately corrected his original view based on 
ignorance. He no longer opposed Lenin's view on the theory of reflection. 
Piaget's study style of being solemn and serious and respecting truth in 
matters of academic theory is worth our emulation. 
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LET US ALSO TALK ABOUT FOREIGN AGGRESSION AND MODERN CHINA'S ‘OPENING THE 
DOORS * 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 32-36 
[Article by Zhang Haipeng [1728 3189 7720]] 


[Text] The field of historical research is an inexhaustible domain of study. 
The patterns of real political, economic, and cultural movements often 
influence and inspire people to rethink the many major questions in history, 
and seek to discover or draw new enlightenment from history on reality. As 
we implement the policy of opening up to the outside world in our construc- 
tion of the four modernizations today, people often associate this policy 
with the "open door" issue in modern Chinese history, and consequently 
explore the gains and losses of the open and closed door policies of the 

late Qing Dynasty. This is a normal phenomenon in the development of learn- 
ing. However, today's policy of opening up to the outside world was pro- 
posed in Line with the building of socialism with Chinese characteristics 
under the guidance of Marxism. Therefore, it cannot be put in the same 
category as the policy which the corrupt Qing government was forced to 

carry out in its latter days under capitalist-imperialist aggression. Thus, 
in examining the “open doors" issue in modern history, we must be careful to 
distinguish the different points of departure (or historical prerequisites) 
and the outcomes of the two kinds of “open doors" policies from two different 
historical periods, and not to intentionally or unintentionally confuse 

the two. 


One line of thinking says that the Opium War which opened China's doors and 
led to “eventual infiltration of imperialism into the sacred kingdom held 
under the shackles of feudalism" was a good thing and that in fact, its late 
arrival should be lamented. If it had taken place earlier, "our China would 
be far different from what it is today." This kind of viewpoint also 
asserts: "Science transcends national boundaries, while civilization knows 
no nationality. Should we prefer to resist foreign countries and allow our 
Chinese nation to retrogress to a slash and burn civilization?" This 
appears to want to tell people that: Since the capitalist civilization was 
advanced, backward and feudal China could only open its doors wide for 
aggression when the capitalist powers invaded it as it could simply offer 

no resistance. The emergence of a few more Lin Zexu-type national heroes 
would have amounted to nothing, for it could at most only put off the time 
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for the acceptance of capitalist civilization. This question not only 
involves the issue of how to regard the impact of capitalist-imperialist 
infringement on the historical development of Chinese society, but it also 
concerns the problem of whether the Chinese people should or should not 
resist foreign aggression. Naturally, this is a very serious problem. 


To support his own exposition, the comrade who put forth the above-mentioned 
viewpoint cited Marx in "British Rule in India," where Marx spoke of Britain 
"unconsciously becoming the tool of history" in creating a social revolution 
in India. So, how should one interpret this statement by Marx? 


The approach to statements made by the originator of Marxism is the same as 
our approach to the statements of the originator of Mao Zedong Thought: They 
should not be taken out of context nor should generalizations be made care- 
lessly. Instead, it is necessary to fully and accurately grasp the gist and 
essence of Marxism. In academic research, it is absolutely impermissible to 
pick out at random passages from Marx' works and simply throw them into an 
article, then label them as one's own thesis. From the angle of historical 
development, the above-mentioned Marx statement was naturally correct in its 
evaluation of the objective, progressive role of capitalist civilization. 
What Marx stressed there was the "unconscious [preceding word underlined as 
published] role as tool of history" (emphasis by author); it was not an 
overall assessment of capitalist aggression, nor does it mean overlooking 

the crimes of capitalist infringement. To fully comprehend Marx on the 
question of the historical impact of British establishment of colonial system 
in India, it is also necessary to pay attention to the other assertions by 
Marx. In that same article, speaking on the historical effect of British 
invasion of India, Marx also said: "India lost its old world but did not 
gain a new one." ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 2, p 64) In the 


article "The Future Outcome of Britain's Rule in India," Marx also specifically 


pointed out: "Aside from destruction, there is probably nothing else in the 
history of British rule of India." (Ibid., p 70) Naturally, in order to 
plunder for more, Britain built railways, set up industry, ana promoted 
capitalist production in India. After affirming all these, Marx also 
clearly stated: "The Indian people will not reap the fruits of the new 
social factors sown among them by the British capitalist class," because 
this benefit “is decided not only by the development of productive forces, 
but also on whether the productive forces belong to the people or not." 
(Ibid., p 73) Thus, this sets down the substance of the problem. 


Based on the new historical experience of the late 19th and early 20th 
centuries, that is, the development of liberal capitalism to monopoly 
capitalism, the emergence of national liberation movements in colonial and 
semicolonial areas and other such historical phenomena, Lenin advanced the 
theory that the triumph of capitalism all over the world will necessarily 
lead to two historical trends. On one hand, having shattered the state of 
isolation and self-confinement in the old economic order, capitalism linked 
the countries of the world into one unified economic entity, thereby 
exhibiting the progressive role of capitalism in history. (See "Selected 
Works of Lenin," Vol 1, p 188) On the other hand, under conditions where 
a handful of the most prosperous and advanced capitalist countries carried 
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out the colonial enslavement of the greater number of the countries of the 
world, the nationalist wars against imperialism in colonial and semicolonial 
countries were inevitable. They were progressive and revolutionary. (See 
"Selected Works of Lenin," Vol 2, pp 851-853) In other words, the national 
liberation movements to break away from the colonial enslavement by capital- 
ism and imperialism also represented a. progressive trend in history. Thus, 
these two historical trends are the two conflicts existing in the same 
historical process, and this theory is the key to our understanding of the 
impact of capitalist and imperialist aggression in the histories of colonial 
and semicolonial countries. So, if one were to say that the developing 
capitalist countries unconsciously introduced capitalism to every corner of 
the world, and thus played a progressive role, then it must be mentioned 
that they adopted unequal trade relations, notably the use of fighting and 
violent looting to set up the colonial and semicolonial system, and con- 
verted these countries into their own commodity markets as well as sources 
of raw materials. Moreover, they sparked off imperialist wars with their 
contentions for and repartitioning of colonies, thereby hindering the 
establishment and development of capitalist economic relations in the 
greater part of the world. This in fact produced a reactionary effect. 
Hence, the mere citation of Marx’ statement on British invasion of India 

and stretching it to say that Britain invaded China in order to propagate 
capitalist civilization in China, and that the opening of China as a result 
of the invasion was a progressive move as well as a good thing; that such an 
"opening" should have occurred earlier for it could have brought bigger 
changes to China--this viewpoint is an absurd notion which also distorts 
Marxism. 


Britain did not invade China in order to propagate capitalist civilization. 
It needed to open up colonies and search for overseas markets in order to 
strengthen and enhance its capitalist might, and China was an ideal target. 
Britain had long hatched plots to grab the Chinese market, and when it did 
not achieve its goals through normal trading with China, it resorted to 
illegal opium leaves and big guns to force wide open the doors of China and 
carry out its savage plundering. This is the direct reason behind the 
forced opening of China. The opium trade was outright pillage, and did not 
carry any element for propagation of capitalist civilization. Some 
scholars in the West described the Opium War as "a war for equal trading 
rights," and dared not speak of the harm opium did to the Chinese people. 
This is a defense in favor of the colonialist aggression as well as 
glamorization of the shameful opium trade. The so-called "open door" and 
“closed door" refers to the policy of export and import adopted by a 
country whose level of commodity production is dependent on international 
trade. Generally speaking, due to the limitations of subsistent, feudalistic 
agricultural economy where commodity production is not highly developed, 
feudal countries often adopt an autarkic policy of closing themselves to 
international intercourse. This does not mean rejection of trade with 
foreign countries. Before being reduced to a colony, India was a feudal 
state which closed itself off from outside intercourse, yet its cotton 
exports always held an important position. During the Qing Dynasty, silk 
and tea exports were also very promiment in China. Before the Opium War, 
except for a short period of absolute self-enclosure, the Qing government, 
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owing to the needs of national defense as well as of domestic political 

and economic life, had prior to 1757 opened four coastal ports for trade 
with the outside world. Later, even when foreign trade was concentrated 

in Guangzhou, the trade volume did not decline, and in fact registered huge 
increases. According to related statistical documents, the total volume of 
import and export of Western countries to China increased almost threefold 
from the early 1860's to the early 1930's. It could then be seen that 
China's doors at that time were not really closed, and that the growth rate 
of import and export trade corresponded to the level of production develop- 
ment of the time. The Opium War opened wide the doors of China, and trading 
in tive cities replaced that in one city. What did the “open door" bring 
to China? Apart from the fact that the "Treaty of Nanjing" henceforth 
became the model for a series of unequal treaties concluded between China 
and its capitalist-imperialist aggressors, that it led China onto the path 
of a semicolonial, semifeudal state, and that, in an important way, it 
determined the future direction of historical development in China--apart 
from these, it did not immediately bring capitalism to China. 

Documents showed that in the 20 or 30 years following the “opening of doors," 
while the big powers did set up some reprocessing and repair industries in 
the open coastal cities for their own aggressive requirements, these were 
not large-scale capitalist enterprises which directly affected China's 
national economy and its people's Livelihood. These enterprises had very 
minimal effect and impact on China's autarkic small plantation economy. At 
that time, Britain's industrial revolution was just less than 100 years old, 
and its economic might still did not allow it to export capitalist produc- 
tion technology to China. Its main concern was to realize the plunder of 
China through supraeconomic means. On trade relations, the cotton cloth 
and yarn imported during this period went up only slightly, and in some 
cases, were even lower than those imported before the Opium War broke out. 
The big powers’ most serviceable medium for perpetuating the economic 
plunder of China was still the opium trade. Opium remained the number one 
commodity in China's import trade, and with its conversion from illegal to 
open trade, the import volume skyrocketed. While a modern industry did 
emerge in China later, which naturally was directly related to the Western 
capitalist influences brought about with the “opening of doors," neverthe- 
less the emergence was primarily decided by the growing realistic demands 
within China itself. The invasion of capitalism-imperialism definitely was 
not aimed at transforming backward China into an advanced China, but was 
aimed at converting it into a semicolonial, semifeudal country. China's 
capitalism grew with great difficulty in the crevice between feudalism and 
imperialism. Imperialism did not want to develop China into a rival in 
commodity production, but rather wanted China to become the source of raw 
material and commodity market. Hence, while it wanted to promote capitalism 
properly in China, it also wanted China to basically retain its traditional 
mode of production. The reason for China's capitalism not being able to 
develop rapidly and for its autarkic and feudalistic economy not being able 
to dissolve quickly was related to the political and economic interests of 
imperialism in China. The infringement of capitalism and imperialism did 
not bring to China the prospect of great development of capitalism. Even 
though it did produce some motivating effect on the development of capital- 
ism in China, it principally served as an impediment. 











Would things have been better if China had “opened its doors" a bit earlier? 
issuc. should not be lumped together, but should be analyzed concretely. If 
the yitalist factors within China's feudal society had grown rapidly, the 
trena in the development of commodity production would definitely have 
smashed the shackles of feudal economy and moved toward the search for 
overseas markets; then the “opening of doors" would be the objective neces- 
sity in the development of capitalist commodity production in China, and 
China would have become a capitalist society much sooner. However, history 
in fact did not develop in this fashion. If the “opening of doors" refers 
to what took place with the capitalist-imperialist's forced entry into 
China, no matter what the timing may be, the situation would not have been 
much different, and could even have been much worse. India is the most 
forceful example. The doors of India were broken open as early as in the 
16th and 1/7th centuries, and in mid-18th centry, India became a British 
colony. Its opening could be considered as early. So, what is the state 
of affairs in India? Is it better than China, and did it suffer less 
humiliation than China? People with some knowledge of history know that 
obviously, such was not the case in India. Throughout the 18th century, 
that is, during the conquest of India and its transformation into a colony, 
Britain carried out blatant and violent plundering of India, with the gains 
from its looting far surpassing those from trade. The existence of the 
colony India became the important source for Britain's primitive accumula- 
tion of capital in the 18th century. Moreover, in the process of reducing 
india to its own commodity market and source of raw materials, Britain also 
deliberately retained and took advantage of the local feudalistic land 
relationship, brutally exploiting and plundering the Indian peasants, 
causing the land to lie waste, agriculture to deteriorate, famines and mass 
deaths to occur frequently. Not only did the Indian people not enjoy the 


happiness brought about by capitalist civilization, they suffered more than 
when they were under feudal rule and descended into even greater poverty. 
Such is the historical truth: Capitalist civilization which engaged 
feudilism in a bitter fight in Western Europe came to Asia and collaborated 
with the backward feudalism here. The civilized capitalist class in Europe 


committed very uncivilized acts in Asia. Since when did the British invasion 
of India generate any advantages to the Indian people?! In addition, the 
millions of American Indians massacred, thousands and thousands of black 
slaves sold, millions of Chinese workers transported "like pigs” to various 
parts of the world--were these not the "miracles" created during the early 
period of primitive accumulation of capital in Europe and during the 
ascendant period in the development of capitalism? So, it is evident that 
the conditions for the voluntary and involuntary opening of doors are 
absolutely different. In the voluntary opening of doors, the initiative 

is in one's own hand, while in the involuntary case, the initiative is held 
by others. As a matter of fact, in modern times, capitalist countries 
including those self-proclaimed advanced capitalist states advocating free 
trade have implemented trade protectionist policy in line with their own 
natioual interests; they will occasionally open and close doors, open doors 
in some trade areas and close them in others. After China was forced to open 
its doors following the outbreak of the Opium War, it was also forced to 
conclude agreements on custom tariff. With the most basic right of a 
sovereign state taken over by others, China could not even preside over the 
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administrative organs in charge of the country's customs. The “doors" of 
China were open, but it did not in any way safeguard China's industrial, 
agricultural and commercial interests--what good could China have derived 
from this opening? Not to mention the fact t at starting with the "Treaty 
of Nanjing," China was forced to conclude a series of unequal treaties with 
all the imperialist countries of the time. On reparations alone, computa- 
tions of the written stipulations in the “Treaty of Nanjing," "Treaty of 
Beijing," "Maguan Treaty," “Liaonan Treaty" and "Xinchou Treaty" already 
amount to more than 710 million taels of white silver. As for the so-called 
treaty rights involving political, economic, military and cultural aspects 
as well as territorial losses, these cannot be discussed fully in this 
article. In assessing the advantage and disadvantage of “opening of doors" 
in modern China, it is absolutely necessary not to disregard these objec- 
tively existing historical facts, nor to attempt to formulate theories out 
of subjective assumption. 


fo repudiate the underdeveloped feudal countries’ resistance of the aggres- 
sion of imperialist states in the name of the progressiveness of capitalist 
civilization--this viewpoint is beyond comprehension. Such ridiculous 
conclusions would not have been made if one were to study history under the 
wuidance of Marxism. While both Marx and Engels affirmed the progressive 
role ot capitalist civilization from the angle of historical development, 
they did not in any way mean that underdeveloped states should welcome the 
infringement of imperialist countries. In “The Future Outcome of Britain's 
Rule in India," Marx expected the Indian people to grow strong enough to get 
rid of the British shackles and believed that this great and desirable coun- 
try would be rejuvenated. At the same time, Marx and Engels were concerned 
about other Asian countries under conditions of semicolonialism and semi- 
feudalism, and spoke highly of their struggles against imperialist aggres- 
sion. During the 1850's, that is shortly after the first opium war insti- 
gated by Britain had led to the opening of China's doors, Marx and Engels 
had severely condemned the British Government's illegal policy of opium 
trade, and also paid close attention to the then ongoing second opium war. 
Marx described this British-instigated war as “an extremely immoral war"; 
Engels stated: "The piratical policy of the British Government has led to 
a popular revolt of all Chinese people against all foreigners," and this 
revolt will lead to the “dawning of a new era all over Asia." (“Selected 
Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 2, pp 19-20, 22) After their deaths, Lenin, 
based on the new developments in the imperialist era, further criticized 
countries with rapidly developing imperialist industries for implementing 

a policy of war and plunder against backward countries and regions. He 
denounced their European styled "mission as propagator of civilization” and 
proposed that it was necessary to support China and other Eastern nations 
in their struggles against imperialist infringement and oppression. The 
authors of Marxist classics did not consider that China should refrain from 
resisting the then rising imperialist powers (even if it were the number one 
power) simply because it was a backward feudal empire. 


In using the Marxist point of view to observe the history of the entire world, 


we should never at any time deprive the aggrieved of the legitimate right to 
fivht back against aggression. We should never recognize the argument that 
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so-called advanced states’ invasion of underdeveloped states had elements of 
progressiveness. Otherwise, we will not be able to explain the stirring 
tales and sagas of the Chinese people's countless acts of resistance 
against capitalist-imperialist aggression, including such heroic under- 
takings as the 8-year resistance war where the entire nation rose up to 
oppose foreign invasion. We will not be able to explain the great national 
liberation movements which sprang up over the last century in colonial, 
semicolonial and backward countries under oppression all over the world in 
the fight against new and old col »nialist and imperialist infringement and 
in the struggle for independence, freedom, and sovereignty. We will not be 
able to explain the development of world history. 


The conflicting movements in history are extremely complicated. On one hand, 
the emergence and development of capitalism formed a progressive trend which 
linked the countries of the world into one unified economic entity; on the 
other hand, it caused the greater number of the countries to become colonial 
and semicolonial states. These countries became the target of plundering by 
capitalist-imperialist states. Their existence merely served as the ferti- 
lizer for capitalist culture and civilization (in the words of Lenin). Hence, 
imperialist aggression hindered the rapid development of capitalism in these 
backward countries. So, the struggle of colonial and semicolonial countries 
against the imperialist policy of invasion and plunder is still a progressive 
trend in history, and is in fact an even more important trend. The develop- 
ment and triumph of this struggle could then promote the growth and develop- 
ment of capitalism in one's own region, as well as promote the emancipation 
and progress of mankind. Looking at history, we have yet to see one country 
which did not put up a fight before being transformed into a colonial, semi- 
colonial state, or see one country which rapidly developed into a capitalist 
country after welcoming the invasion of capitalism and imperialism. Before 
it became a colony, a large-scale national resistance movement broke out in 
India in the mid-19th century. As it was being reduced into a semicoloniai 
country, nationwide resistance movements repeatediy erupted in China and 
finally prevented it from becoming a total colony. 


Would resistance of foreign invasion lead to the “Chinese nation being 
reduced to a slash and burn civilization"? To put these two diametrically 
opposing propositions on the same scale seems to be quite illogical. Speak- 
ing theoretically and based on historical facts, no persons and no forces 
could have been able to demote mid-19th century China to a social structure 
far more backward than the feudal society. Moving forward is the only 
objectively irreversible trend, and the direction, speed and changes of this 
forward move are not the same. The struggles of Lin Zexu and others against 
aggression could only push forward this historical trend and would not hold 
it back. A complicated historical movement existed in China at that time 
which, on one hand, wanted to resist capitalist-imperialist infringement, 
and on the other hand, wanted to learn from Western capitalist civilization. 
The two may seem incompatible, yet this is how history presents itself to 
people. Objectively speaking, resisting aggression aimed to preserve China's 
national independence as well as to break away from the path of becoming a 
semicolonial, semifeudal state; learning from the West sought to accelerate 
the pace of modernization in China. Actually, only after regaining national 
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independence can there be the possibility of genuinely absorbing Western 
civilization which could be useful to us. The historical process stretching 
from the old democratic revolution to the new democratic revolution and 
socialist revolution led by the CPC over more than a century clearly 
illustrated this point. 


The shattering of the state of small production in a self-confined modern 
China, and the development of capitalism in China--this is a progress which 
must be affirmed. However, one cannot thus repudiate nor underestimate the 
positive significance of the Chinese people's (to a certain degree, this 
also included certain people of vision within the ruling class) resistance 
of imperialist aggression in order to uphold national independence. Marxism 
did not give us such a theoretical basis, and the process of historical 
development also did not provide us with actual examples. Thus, in studying 
the history of “the opening of doors" in modern China, we should not sum- 
marily and simplistically adopt an approving attitude on modern China's 
“opening of doors"; instead, we should seek truth from facts and analyze 

the historical background and consequences of this kind of “opening.” Only 
in this way could our historical studies move closer to the original 
features of history, and draw lessons from historical experience which 
could, in turn, genuinely benefit our nation, benefit our present policy 

of opening up to the outside world and our four modernizations, as well as 
prevent us from going astray. 
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SEEK SURVIVAL THROUGH REFORM, SEEK DEVELOPMENT THROUGH ART--A CHRONICLE OF 
HEBEL PROVINCE’S DACHANG HUI NATIONALITY AUTONOMOUS COUNTY'S PING OPERA TROUPE 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 37-40 
[Article by Su Wenxun [5685 2429 8113]] 
[Text] I 


Hebei Province’s Dachang Hui Nationality Autonomous County's ping opera troupe 
is a small troupe with only 40-plus members. Since the 3d Plenary Session of 
the lith CPC Central Committee and especially in the last 3 years, in facing 
the new situation of reform they have adhered to the socialist literature and 
art orientation, been brave in exploration, daring in reform, realized bene- 
ficial achievements in terms of the structural reform of the performing arts 
group and made valuable efforts to enliven the art of ping opera. Also in 
building socialist spiritual civilization they have realized great achieve- 
ments and throughout the whole troupe there has appeared great vitality. 


In the last few years they have given nearly 800 performances in villages and 
cities and have had audiences of close to 800,000. From this their net income 
has been 180,000 yuan. The “key" large-scale modern ping operas "The 
Unmarriageable Girl," "To Laugh or To Cry?" and "The Offender," which they 
have written and performed successively won Hebei Province's drama creation 
prize, performance prize, film and television prize and revitalization prize, 
and were well received by the masses, experts and public opinion. "The 
Unmarriageable Girl" has already been made into a television play and a film, 
the filming of "To Laugh or To Cry?" has already commenced and "The Offender" 
will soon be seen on television screens. The recently created comedy "The 
Male Women's Director" has been warmly welcomed by audiences. The Langfang 
Prefectural CPC Committee and the Langfang administration office in Hebei 
called a mass meeting to commend both the Dachang County ping opera troupe 
and the leading comrades of this troupe. Relevant leading comrades of the 
Ministry of Culture attended the meeting and affirmed the achievements and 
experiences they had realized in reforming the opera troupe and in building 
spiritual civilization, and commended this troupe as a "remarkable troupe 
that produces talented people, good operas and remarkable results." 
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II 


There were four major aspects in the reform of the Dachang County ping opera 
troupe. 


1. Streamlining the troupe, so that ali members were expert in one thing and 
good in many. Before 1982, this opera .-oupe had 58 members. At that time, 
they depended on the state for a living and ucause they looked lightly on 
the building of socialist spiritual civilization ana did not pay attention to 
ideological work the ideologies of troupe members were in disarray and full 
of contradictions. In April 1982, the county committee sent Comrade Zhao 
Deping [6392 1795 1627], who is in the prime of life and fully conversant 
with the profession, to take up the post of troupe leader and concurrently 
branch secretary. After he took up his posts, at the same time as carrying 
out ideological rectification, he made drastic cuts in the size of the troupe, 
choosing to retain only 25 of the original 58 members. (Now it has developed 
to 43 members.) Suitable arrangements were made for the dismissed troupe 
members by relevant departments of the county. 


With the reduction in the number of troupe members the troupe became a much 
tighter team, but a new problem appeared in that there were not enough per- 
formers. So they called on all troupe members to try to become versatile. 
Apart from continually sending people to the China Institute of Ping Opera 
and the Tianjin Conservatory of Music to pursue advanced studies, a major 
method was to call on members to learn from each other in order to use 
others’ strong points to set off their own weaknesses, and in stage practice 
to temper and improve themselves. Now, all the members of the troupe, from 
the troupe leader to the performers and the reserve performers, are versatile. 
The troupe leader can play instruments, do art work and write operas. The 
deputy troupe leader can direct and perform on stage, while all the orchestra 
members can play three or four instruments quite well. The stage art design- 
ers are also managers, the electricians are also cooks and all of them can 
perform on stage. 


2. Seeking ec -stant improvement and continually blazing new trails. The 


reform of | ning arts groups is not only intended to reduce the state's 
burden. ai with social benefits as the highest standard, presenting 
first-rate . .tic works for society and for the people is the real aim 


of literature ind art reforms. The Dachang County ping opera troupe has 
put efforte *‘nte this aim. Wherever there is reasonable economic income 
to be hid il tney can fill many seats then there they perform. They do 
not depend on obscene things to draw in audiences, but rather on a high 
degree of social responsibility, and on the creative spirit of constant 
artistic improvement. At present there are 18 operas in the troupe's 
repertoire. Of these, 6 are ancient costume operas while 12 are modern 
operas. The three large-scale modern ping operas which they have written, 
directed and performed are their “key” programs. Both in ancient costume 
operas and in modern operas in the process of adjusting or creating they 
always oppose conformity to set formats and blind imitation. They adhere 
to the idea of brave exploration and continual innovation. For example, 
the musical score for "The Unmarriageable Girl" draws in both the essence 
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of the "large yanshan clappers" and kneads in the flavor of local folk tunes. 
This gives new color to the ping opera's songs and tunes and adds expression. 
Those people who understand opera music still speak highly of it, while those 
who do not understand opera music still have a feeling of freshness and 
unconventionality. 


In seeking artistic improvement thc, have their own thoughts but are not 
stubborn in insisting on their ideas. Often, after a performance troupe 
members go out into the audience and listen to completely unrestrained 
comments and appraisals. All of the pertinent aspects of the audience's 

and experts’ criticisms are open-mindedly accepted. Then they take great 
pains to revise their performances. One day before “To Laugh or To Cry?" 

was to be performed in the "First Drama Festival," at the provincial 

capital, they were still revising it on the basis of suggestions from various 
sides. "The Unmarriageable Girl” has been performed over 400 times and has 
had 12 major revisions. After this opera was made into a film and the script 
was officially published 280 opera troupes around the country asked for 
copies and put on performances. After this the DP»chang troupe still open- 
mindedly listened to ideas from various sides and carried out revisions in 
order to improve and perfect the opera. 


3. They thoroughly smashed the “big pot" in the distribution system. 
Individual troupe member's incomes are determined in accordance with income 
from performances. There is a monthly appraisal in which four aspects are 
assessed: 1) contribution, 2) professional standard, 3) practice, and 

4) work attendance, ideological style, labor, etc. In each aspect each 
member is assessed as being first, second or third rate. Of the four 
aspects the contribution of the members is the most important part in 
assessment and determines 40 percent of the wages, while each of the other 
aspects determines 20 percent of the wages. The method of appraisal is that 
first there is self-assessment and public discussion and then the leaders 
examine and approve this. In this way there is distribution at different 
levels and at the same time the trend of only stressing professional work, 
looking lightly on ideology and overlooking contributions is avoided. Prac- 
tice has shown that this method is successful and basically does away with 
the past phenomenca whereby veteran performers and major performers flaunted 
their seniority and new performers and new comrades did not try to improve. 
[it has effectively motivated every person's enthusiasm and creativity. 

4. They have done well in running factories and using sideline products to 
support the troupe. Quite a proportion of the troupe personnel's family 
members worked in the countryside or in other areas. In order to make 
arrangements for these family members and redundant personnel in the troupe, 
the troupe started three small factories successively. They made arrange- 
ments for 41 persons (the factories and the opera troupe are economically 
independent of each other, but the two sides have economic contracts) and 
they have handed over 180,000 yuan in profits to the troupe. 
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IIl 


The Dachang Hui Nationality Autonomous County is a small county with only 
90,000 people, but the ping opera troupes in the over 140 counties through- 
out the province are, in all respects, smaller than this country's troupe. 
However, in the new situation of reform they have still been able to extri- 
cate themselves from difficulties. In 3 years they have produced their own 
"key" products, a very fine group of performers has appeared and their 
resources have grown from four sets of dance costumes and a damaged screen 
to today's 400,000 yuan in fixed assets. What beneficial inspiration can 
we gain from their successes in reform? 


First, we must pay attention to using strong points to make up for weak 
points. An opera, an opera troupe and even individual performers all have 
their own different characteristics. Only by proceeding from the charac- 
teristics and situations of the opera, the opera troupe and the performers 
and by making the most of advantages while avoiding disadvantages is it 
possible to obtain good results with less effort. The history of the Dachang 
County ping opera troupe is extremely short and none of its performers have 
specialized training. After the “subsidy contract and sole responsibility 
for profits and losses" policy of the province's relevant departments was 
announced they soberly analyzed the opera troupe's situation and options. 

At that time all the performing arts troupes were competing rehearsing 
ancient costume dramas which they rehearsed for a while but they were 
unsuccessful. Subsequently they performed "The Little Son-in-Law" and 
"Clever Liu" and the situation changed dramatically. In 18 days they put 

on 24 performances. This striking contrast caused them to realize that 
since the opera troupe's members were all quite young and their basic 

skills in singing, reciting, acting and performing were quite poor, they 
lacked competitiveness in the performance of ancient costume drama. Also, 
these performers were brought up in rural areas and were quite familiar 

with modern villages. Thus, they had a natural advantage in being able to 
perform village dramas. They also recognized that ping opera, in its 
traditional repertoire, had a very short history and that carrying on 
traditional operas while innovating, developing and forming their own 
special style was particularly suited to the life of the modern masses. 

In this way they decided that the direction for developing the troupe was 

to mainly perform modern operas and mainly put on performances in rural 
areas. They studied other repertoires and regardless of whether they were 
modern operas or ancient-costume operas, when selecting plays, they always 
paid attention to using performers’ strong points. A major reason they were 
able to achieve results in creating large operas was that the troupe leader 
created these operas and when writing the script he consciously molded it to 
the performers. 


Second, we must be brave in using things for reference and innovating. 
Our nation's traditional opera art form hes a long history. Through the 
process of development it has gradually formed a complete performance and 
expression. However, following the acceleration of the rhythm of modern 
life, people's political vision, psychological rhythm, aesthetic concepts, 
and even sentiments and feelings have undergone many changes. The period 
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when traditional opera had a monopoly everywhere has passed and those closed 
opera structures which were written purely about people's external activities 
and that constant, regular artistic rhythm has been increasingly unable to 
satisfy the vast audiences’ aesthetic tastes. If the art of opera is to 
continue it must develop and the operatic concepts of literature and artists 
must undoubtedly accord with these changes. At the same time as continuing 
to carry out daring borrowing and innovation, they must strive to win larger 
audiences. When rehearsing and when creating the Dachang ping opera troupe 
pays attention to both vertical inheritance and to horizontal borrowing from 
and reference to sister art forms and thereby strives for breakthroughs and 
innovation. For example, when they wrote "The Unmarriageable Girl," what 
they wrote about was a rural girl who demanded a "high price" for marriage. 
She is extremely fastidious and finally ends up unmarried. Although the 
story is quite simple, the whole opera in its writing, directing and per- 
formance has many splendid innovative aspects. In the opera, after this 
very vain girl keeps running into snags in the marriage question, when she 
thinks about going back to find the young man who went to the university 

and who she previously rejected, she wears a red coat, bell-bottom trousers, 
half-high heeled leather shoes and sings a song that sounds almost like a 
"trumpet." Together with her father, who hopes that his daughter will 
attract betrothal gifts, and the muddle-headed matchmaker, the three of 

them encircle the young man and suddenly start to do a yangge dance. At 
first, some administrative leaders and critics felt that this plot was a 

bit far-fetched and not in accord with ping opera. They thus suggested 
leaving it out. The writers of the opera did not simply follow orders but 
decided to let society examine it. The result was that this was the scene 
which the audiences laughed at and applauded the most and this was the scene 
which the literature and art critics approved most of and commended. Also, 
in the music for their operas “The Unmarriageable Girl,” "To Laugh or To 
Cry?" and "The Offender" which they wrote and performed, they have made 
efforts to break away from accented repetition and single-part style of 

ping opera music which is ossified, monotonous and unchanging. They have 
also widely borrowed and drawn in the music and tones of other traditional] 
opera forms. In the performance of songs not only do they have solos and 
duets, but also ensembles, choruses and accompanied songs. The orchestra 
has also added Western musical instruments, enriching the melody and color 
of ping opera music and increasing the ability of ping opera music to portray 
the temperament of characters and give expression to characters’ feelings. 
In this way the music of the opera has both preserved the strong charac- 
teristics of ping opera and also been reformed and innovated. 


Third, it is necessary to run the troupe strictly. In the spring of 1982, 
after the posters for the opera troupe's performances had been posted and 
the tickets sold, the performers refused to perform, and returned to their 
homes to attend the Spring Festival. Why did such a "performance strike" 
occur? The basic reason lay in the relaxation of normal ideological educa- 
tion work. As an opera troupe which had long been active in rural areas, 
as disseminators and builders of socialist spiritual civilization, if they 
do not have noble sentiments, strict discipline, and the best work style, 
they will not be able to win the support and trust of the masses. Their 
strictness in running the troupe mainly involves strictness in ideology, 


oO 
i 








professionalism, organization and discipline, work style, a lifestyle. They 
regularly arrange tor everyone to study party policies relevant to litera- 
ture and art, major speeches of central leading comrades and model achieve- 
ments of advanced people published in newspapers so that they can be clear 
about the glorious mission they shoulder in the building of spiritual 
civilization. They require everyone to perform in a civilized way on stage 
and act in a civilized way off stage. They educate everyone to understand 
the cardinal principles and the overall situation, and to center their 
thoughts on the artistic profession, not on debating trifles or discussing 
the strong points and weak points of comrades and leaders. They firmly 
support Opposition to unhealthy work styles and lifestyles and as soon as 


they discover the symptoms, apart from seriously criticizing the person, 
they sound the alarm in a timely way for all members of the troupe. Also, 


ler { discipline in the troupe are all handled in accordance with 
] 


reyvulations, regardless of who they are. Because of the strict running of 
the troupe, troupe members in collective activities and individually all 
have a sense of self-discipline, self-respect, self-improvement and self- 
regard. When “The Unmarriageable Girl" was being filmed in Langfang a 
number of the main performers from the troupe went. Although no leaders 
accompanied them the performers were concerned and helped, strictly main- 
tained troupe discipline and were exemplary in their behavior. It is pre- 
cisely because they adhered to the correct path and produced plays and 
talented people that the troupe has been appraised as an advanced unit and 
a “four-good" opera troupe by the county, prefecture and province for 3 
successive years. They have also been awarded a class three collective 


Comme nd it LOT. 


Fourth, we must have a spirit of giving our all and being devoted. Regard- 

ls f whether we speak of individual performers or the troupe as a whole, 

the art they engage in is part of the building of spiritual civilization, 
rth takin ride in, and is an undertaking which needs devotion. In 


social Lite, where the commodity law of value plays an important role, a 
performing arts troupe must continue and develop through reform and must 
adhere to the correct literature and art orientation. It must pay attention 
to organically unifying social benefits and economic benefits and must have 
rigid artistic demands and a spirit of giving one's all and being devoted. 
[he Dachang County ping opera troupe has done well in this respect. Apart 
from reeularly organizing team members to view and emulate other operas 
through television, they also watch relevant competitions of the Chinese 
women's volleyball team together. They do not watch raucously, but study 
irations and the will of the Chinese women and their spirit of giving 
| for the credit of the country. "Studying the Chinese women's 
volleyball team's spirit of giving their all" has become a silent action 

for all performers. When the county government allocated 10,000 yuan to 
build them housing, they only employed a few tradesmen. The troupe members 


red the site, due the foundations and carried the mortar and bricks. 
r it the bricks and tiles back from the brickyard cartload by cart- 
lu nile they filled in the holes and hollows in the yard with cart 


ifter cart of dirt. With 10,000 yuan they built 21 houses, a 100-meter-long 
courtyard wall, erected a toilet and laid a paved pathway. When they go to 
villazes to perform, regardless of whether it is midsummer or deep winter, 
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the whole troupe sets out. In the winter of 1985 they went to Tangshan and 
other places to perform. Performer Zhao Xiaofeng had given birth to a child 
just 3 months previously, but in order to perform she took her child with 
her to the villages. During the 3 months that they performed, although the 
child got sick, it did not affect her work. 


Fifth, there must be an environment of unity, democracy, harmony and amity. 
The final results of dramatic art are seen only after all the individuals-- 
the writer, director, performers, dancers, lighting personnel, musicians 

and costume designers--have put their own creative efforts into the common 
undertaking. It can be said that the real creator of dramatic art is not 

the individual but the collective. The reason that the Dachang County ping 
opera troupe has been able to take three big steps in 3 years cannot be 
separated from the democratic atmosphere in their art. Troupe leader 

Comrade Zhao Deping said: "I have written several operas. The first draft 
is quite rough, sometimes very rough indeed. So why were these three operas 
able to become our ‘key' products? This cannot be divorced from the common 
efforts of the members of the whole troupe." Just after the scripts are 
produced, although they are far from ready, as long as the key parts are 

good and the main characters are all right, the troupe members can write 

the "second draft" with great enthusiasm and care. While they are rehearsing 
anyone is allowed to point out faults and performers can discuss with the 
director a gait, or a movement, a composer can make a criticism to the 
director about a gesture or an expression and troupe members can all articu- 
late their ideas on revising the musical score. Sometimes in a song, a 
spoken piece or a few notes, they argue until they are red in the face with 
no one giving in. However, there is not even the slightest trace of belittling 
or hatred. It is this atmosphere of mutual trust, understanding, support and 
cause, and the spirit of a collective sense of honor and working together 
with one heart that have enabled them to sing this song of reform and travel 
this gleaming path. 


/6091 
cso: 4005/531 
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STUDY OUTLINE OF EXPOSITIONS FROM CENTRAL DOCUMENTS ON ADHERING TO THE FOUR 
CARDINAL PRINCIPLES AND OPPOSING BOURGEOIS LIBERALIZATION 


Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 pp 41-46 


[Article by RED FLAG Theoretical Education Editorial Office; capitalized 
passages published in boldface] 


[Text] 2. Take a Clear-Cut Stand in Opposing Bourgeois Liberalization 


To adhere to the four cardinal principles and to implement the principle of 
reform, opening up, and enlivening the domestic economy, it is imperative to 
oppose bourgeois liberalization by taking a clear-cut stand. Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping was the first to deal with the question of opposing bourgeois 
liberalization and has talked the most about it with the greatest profundity. 
In studying this topic attention should be paid to grasping the following 
essential points: 


1) The essence and danger of bourgeois liberalization; 
2) Correctly viewing the opposition to spiritual pollution; 


3) The relationship between opposing bourgeois liberalization and imple- 
menting the "double-hundred" policy; 


4) Unfolding the opposition to bourgeois liberalization in a healthy and 
protracted way. 


IN STUDYING THE FIRST ESSENTIAL POINT IT IS NECESSARY TO EMPHATICALLY UNDER- 
STAND: 1) THE ESSENCE OF BOURGEOIS LIBERALIZATION; AND 2) ITS GRAVE DANGER. 


Bourgeois liberalization specifically implies negating the socialist systen, 
upholding the capitalist system, and holds negating the party leadership as 
its core. We have ample grounds to call the ideological trend opposing the 
four cardinal principles the ideological trend of bourgeois liberalization. 
Western capitalist countries boast of the so-called "free world." Actually, 
the most important freedom under the capitalist system is precisely their 
freedom to exploit through the hiring of labor, and their freedom to safe- 
guard the private ownership of the bourgeoisie. This is the most essential 
bourgeois freedom. In the final analysis other aspects of bourgeois freedom 
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including the freedom of speech, publication, gathering, and association are 
all derived from, and serve this freedom. The ideological trend opposing the 
four cardinal principles in our society at present is precisely characterized 
by its utmost efforts to spread, advocate, and pursue bourgeois freedom, in an 
attempt to “import,” or to set their entire bourgeois political system, 
ideology, and ethics infiltrate into China's political, economic, social, and 
cultural life, while negating, opposing, and sabotaging in principle the 
socialist cause of China, as well as the CPC leadership. Its essence is the 
demand for getting rid of the socialist track in all areas of social li 

and implementing the so-called free capitalist system. Back in the mid-1950's, 
U.S. Secretary of State Dulles, in a statement on U.S. national policy, said 
that the U.S. policy was to promote the liberalization of the Soviet Union 

and the East European countries, and to continue to observe if China would 
realize the liberalization that would meet the requirements of the West. 
Therefore, we can see that it is entirely correct to call this ideological 
trend bourgeois liberalization. A clear understanding of the essence of such 
ideological trends will be helpful in preventing our arbitrary use of this 
concept, and in paying attention to drawing a demarcation line in some 
respects. For example, when a party member or a citizen criticizes a certain 
item of work or a responsible person, this belongs to the realm of proper demo- 
cratic rights, and such criticism cannot be regarded as negating and opposing 
the party leadership or bourgeois liberalization. For another example, 
academic freedom and freedom to create literature and art guaranteed by the 
Constitution and laws of China are needed in the development of science and 
art and are entirely different from bourgeois Liberalization. Such practices 
as “saying nothing at a meeting but gossiping afterwards; saying as little as 
possible while knowing perfectly well something is wrong" belong to the weak- 
nesses of Liberalism and do not involve problems of bourgeois liberalization. 
It is entirely proper for the masses to beautify their spiritual and material 
lives and this should be advocated, but by no means should it be confused 

with bourgeois liberalization. Other negative phenomena including corruption 
among party members and in the society should be solved as problems in their 
own specific nature, and should not be linked to bourgeois Liberalization. 


¢ 
i ‘ 


The harmfulness of bourgeois liberalization is great. Bourgeois liberaliza- 


tion creates turmoil, sabotages stability and unity, interferes with and 
impedes the normal progress of opening up, as well as retorm, and contuse 
people's thinking. After the fall of the “gang of four,” an “Xidan Wall” 
and a so-called "democracy forum" emerged respectively in Beijing and 
Shanghai in opposition to the tour cardinal principles, while upholding 


bourgeois Liberalization and playing a rotten role. For some time in the 
past, Fang Lizhi, Wang Ruowang, and Liu Binyan were doing their utmost t 
advocate bourgeois liberalization. On the one hand they Lauded the West and 
capitalism to the sky; on the other, they exaggerated the seamy side in 
China, totally negated the accomplishments of our socialist revolution and 
construction, and threw mud on our party and the socialist system. They were 
rather systematic in their speeches, which caused some agitation among those 
young people who lack experience in social practice. The direct causes of 
the student unrest toward the end of 1986 might differ, since they involved a 
number of universities in many localities. But generally speaking, they were 
a consequence of the speeches on bourgeois Liberalization spreading unchecked 
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over the past few years. Obviously some erroneous slogans proposed by young 
students of various localities were the results of the agitation of those 
erroneous speeches on bourgeois liberalization. If we fail to refute such 
erroneous ideological trends and let them go unchecked, a greater number of 
young people will be led astray, and those middle-of-the-roaders among them 
will follow in their footsteps. In the end, our society would end up in 
chaos. Reviewing the way we have taken since the 3d Plenary Session of the 
llth CPC Central Committee, a most important conclusion is that a stable and 
united political situation is the key to the success or failure of socialist 
modernization in China, and the most important guarantee for persistence in 
reform and opening up as well. This is a very important matter of principle. 
The 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee decided to implement 
the policy of opening up, while requiring a halt in the trend toward lib- 
eralization. These two aspects are interrelated and the implementation of the 
opening-up policy would be impossible without putting a stop to such a trend. 
Opening up is by no means an easy job, but reform is even more difficult. If 
we fail to maintain a stable and united political situation and land in a 
situation of confusion, reform will inevitably fail. The economic structural 
reform will inevitably lead to promoting the development of productive forces 
and an improvement in people's living standards. However, we should also see 
that reform will change the existing interest structure and distribution rela- 
tions and involve the vested interests of some people. Moreover, our reform 
will meet with a lot of difficulties and conflicts and the emergence of some 
mistakes will also be inevitable. Without a stable and united environment 
some people opposing reform might take advantage of the situation, cause 
trouble, and impede the normal progress of reform. The political structural 
reform is even more complicated than the economic structural reform and 

must be carried out in an even more orderly way under party leadership. 


At present we are facing two conditions; one is whether we want reforms and 
opening up, and the other is what their direction should be. Those people 
pursuing bourgeois Liberalization have also talked at great length about 
"reform" and “opening up," but what they refer to runs counter to the 
direction of our practices. Implementing the principle of opening up to the 
outside world, learning foreign technologies, and utilizing foreign capital 
are supplementary to our socialist construction. This does not deviate from 
the socialist road; and reform is in itself the self-completion and self- 
perfection of the socialist system. The so-called "reform" and “opening up" 
referred to by those people pursuing bourgeois liberalization aim at none 
other than taking on all Western things such as the multiparty system and the 
balance of powers to change our socialist system, to corrupt people's soul 
and with the concept of values, ethics, and lifestyle of the West, and to 
shake our faith in Marxism and communism. Therefore, opposition to bourgeois 
Liberalization has a bearing on the question of whether the line, principles, 
and policies since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee 
can be correctly adhered to, what kind of a new generation of people will 
carry on our cause, and what the fate of the party and the state and the 
future of the socialist cause will be. All comrades in the party must have 
a full understanding of the harmfulness of bourgeois Liberalization, by no 
means should they be careless on the grounds that those pursuing bourgeois 
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liberalization are just a few in number since a handful of people might suc- 
ceed in sabotaging our great cause. 


IN STUDYING THE SECOND ESSENTIAL POINT, IT IS NECESSARY TO EMPHATICALLY 
UNDERSTAND THE FOLLOWING: 1) WHY IT IS NECESSARY TO OPPOSE SPIRITUAL 
POLLUTION; 2) OPPOSITION TO SPIRITUAL POLLUTION AND OPPOSITION TO BOURGEOIS 
LIBERALIZATION ARE IDENTICAL IN THEIR BASIC SPIRIT; AND 3) OPPOSITION TO 
SPIRITUAL POLLUTION WAS CORRECT IN ITS ORIENTATION DESPITE THE EMERGENCE OF 
SOME MISTAKES IN ITS COURSE, AND THE NEGATION OF OPPOSITION TO SPIRITUAL 
POLLUTION IS WRONG. 


Comrade Deng Xiaoping delivered an important speech at the 2d Plenary Session 
of the 12th CPC Central Committee on 12 October 1983, and pointed out: "The 
ideological field should refrain from the practice of spiritual pollution." 
At that time rather grave confusion existed in theoretical circles and in 
literary and art circles, about the existence of spiritual pollution in 
particular. For example, some theoretical workers were enthusiastic about 
the discussions on human value, humanism, and the so-called alienation, while 
their interest was centered on criticizing socialism, not capitalism. Some 
were propagating abstract democracy and freedom, and even advocating that 
counterrevolutionary speeches be given their freedom of expression. Others 
believed that ours is not a socialist society, and it remains a problem 
whether socialism should or can be realized, and whether ours is a party of 
the proletariat. Still others held the view that “looking for money in 
everything" is inevitable and correct since China is at the socialist stage 
at present. In art and literature some people were indifferent to the slogan 
that literature and art should serve the people and socialism as proposed by 
the CPC Central Committee, but were enthusiastic about writing on the seamy 
side, and even fabricating and distorting revolutionary history and reali- 
ties. Others advocated the ideological trends of the so-called “modernist 
school" in a big way, openly spreading the idea that the supreme objective 

of literature and art is precisely “self-expression.” The unhealthy tendency 
of “looking for money in everything” was also spread in the literary and art 
circles. Some actors of certain performing troupes from grass-roots to 
central levels were giving performances arbitrarily everywhere, and quite a 
few people were making money from things of vulgar form and contents and poor 
taste. This tendency to turn spiritual products into merchandise also found 
expression in other aspects of spiritual production. Some people in art 
circles, publication circles, and historical relic circles turned themselves 
into merchants, whose sole aim was to make profits. 


Regarding all kinds of ideological trends in philosophy, economics, socio- 
politics, and literature and art in foreign cultural exchanges, some people 
sang in praise of them without due analysis, discrimination, and criticism. 
Books, movies, music, dances, and audio and video tapes were imported into 
China and held in vulgar and poor taste and are harmful even in Western 
countries. Although this was not the mainstream of theoretical circles and 
the literary and art circles, and the number of people pursuing spiritual 
pollution was very few, the injuries inflicted were great. They confused the 
demarcation line between right and wrong among the people, arousing in the 
sentiments of pessimism, slackness, and disunity, and helping the flow of 
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individualist ideas of all descriptions, even the growth of the ideological 
trend of casting doubts on and negating socialism and the party leadership. 
If we had tailed to pay attention to them promptly and to adopt resolute 
measures to check them, more people could have been led astray and the 
consequences could have been very grave. 


fhe opposition to spiritual pollution was a continuation of the opposition 

to bourgeois liberalization in the ideological field over the years. The 
major topic on the agenda of the 2d Plenary Session of the 12th CPC Central 
Committee was party rectification. After the decision on party rectification 
was adopted, Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out that the ideological field 
should refrain from pursuing spiritual pollution, and proposed that the party 
conduct discussions after the session on party leadership in the ideological 
field. The main reason lay in the fact that the forum called by the CPC 
Central Committee in 1981 had criticized some trends of bourgeois lLiberaliza- 
tion and the phenomena of weakness and slackness in leadership. This had 
some effect but far from entirely solved the problem, and the weakness and 
Slackness in leadership still existed. The trends of bourgeois liberaliza- 
tion were somewhat overcome but not completely in some respects, while in 
other respects they developed all the more seriously. Thus opposition to 
spiritual pollution became a pressing task in the ideological field at that 
time. Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed out: "The essence of spiritual pollution 
is to spread decadent ideas of every description belonging to the bourgeoisie 
ind other exploiting classes, and sentiments characterized by a lack of faith 
in the cause of socialism and communism as well as the CPC leadership." 
fheretore, we can see that opposition to spiritual pollution and opposition 
to bourgeois liberalization are identical in their basic spirit. Both aim 

to guard against and overcome the corrosive effects of the ideas of the 
bourgeoisie and other exploiting classes, dispel interference from the right 
in adhering to the four cardinal principles, reform and opening up, and guar- 
antee the all-round and correct implementation of the Line, principles, and 
policies since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee. 


After the 2d Plenary Session of the 12th CPC Central Committee all department 
in the ideological and cultural fields did a Lot of work in opposing and 
resisting spiritual pollution based on the principles stipulated in the 
Constitution and the correct policies of the party and government with marked 
results. They checked unhealthy tendencies in some people pursuing spiritual! 
pollution, and banned pornographic publications according to the law. This 
played a positive role in improving the ideological consciousness of th 
people, young people in particular, and bringing forward a social atmospher: 
which is healthy, simple, and characterized by going all out to make progres 
Of course during the initial stage of opposing spiritual pollution we did not 
make the demarcation line clear regarding some policies, and as a result, 
some improper practices occurred in some localities and units. However, they 
were promptly corrected once they were discovered, and the demarcation Line 


necessary in relevant policies was drawn. But Later an atmosphere emerged in 


which opposition to spiritual pollution was regarded as a basic mistake, and 


was fundamentally negated under all kinds of pretexts. That led to a repeti- 
tion in the rampant flow of the ideological trend of bourgeois liberalizati 
throughout the nation. Practice has proved that stern and correct opposition 














to spiritual pollution and opposition to bourgeois Liberalization are identi- 
cal. They are an indispensable aspect in building socialist civilization, as 
well as a long-term basic task in China. It was wrong to negate opposition 
to spiritual pollution under various pretexts. 


IN STUDYING THE THIRD ESSENTIAL POINT IT IS NECESSARY TO EMPHATICALLY UNDER- 
STAND THAT: 1) IT IS NECESSARY TO ADHERE TO THE POLICY OF LETTING A HUNDRED 
FLOWERS BLOSSOM AND A HUNDRED SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT CONTEND; HOWEVER, THE 
"DOUBLE-HUNDRED" POLICY SHOULD NOT BE DISTORTED AS ONE OF BOURGEOIS LIBERALI- 
ZATLON: AND 2) IN ADHERING TO THE “DOUBLE-HUNDRED” POLICY IT IS NECESSARY TO 
OPPOSE BOURGEOIS LIBERALIZATION, AND TO UNFOLD CRITICISM AND SELF-CRITICISM. 


The policy of letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of 
thought contend is a long-term and basic one of our party for developing 
socialist science and cultural undertakings. This has been reaffirmed by 

the leading comrades of the Central Committee time and again since the 

3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee. For example, in a 
speech at a forum on the principles for the party's theoretical work Comrade 
Deng Xiaoping explicitly pointed out: “However, in the study and discussion 
of ideological and theoretical questions we must always resolutely follow 

the policy of ‘letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of 
thought contend,’ the principle of the ‘three don'ts’ (don't pick on others 
for their faults, don't put labels on people, and don't use a big stick), and 
the principle of emancipating our minds, abandoning blind faith and proceeding 
from reality in everything. All this was decided upon by the third plenary 
session and we reaffirm them here. We cannow allow the slighest deviation 
from these principles." ("Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping,” p 169) At the 
same time, Comrade Deng Xiaoping also explicitly pointed out that adherence 

to the “double-hundred" policy is entirely identical to adherence to the four 
cardinal principles. It is imperative to oppose the distortion of this policy 


as one of bourgeois Liberalization in violation of the four cardinal principles. 
The basic point of the “double-hundred" policy is to practice democratic 
discussions in academic activities, to free competition in questions of art, 

to develop correct and advanced things in correcting erroneous and backward 


things through criticism and self-criticism, and to overcome the false, the 
evil, and the ugly with the true, the good, and the beautiful in the pursuit 
of the healthy development of socialist undertakings in science and culture. 
However, some people have refused to acknowledge this basic point of the 
“double-hundred" policy, while distorting it as being free to write, to speak, 
to propagate, and to publish whatever one pleases leaving all principles 
behind, free of the criticism or intervention of anybody. This will 
inevitably nullify the principled demarcation line between true and false, 
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie, and between socialism and 


capitalism. There are others who hold the view that communists may arbi- 
trarily spread any viewpoint and break through any "forbidden areas" regarding 
some basic and principled political and theoretical issues, departing from the 


basic tenets of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong Thought, the successful revolu- 
tionary practice of the party and the people through several decades, as well 
as the basic party principles and disciplines and the basic principles of 
China's Constitution. Thus, they seemed to have become some special citizens 
in socialist society, and special CPC members. It is very clear that if the 


72 








ibove-mentioned erroneous view regarding the “double-hundred™ policy is not 
corrected it will inevitably be distorted as one of bourgeois liberalization 
in violation of the four cardinal principles. Comrade Deng Xiaoping said: 
"This is sheer distortion that a party member not only must not tolerate but 
must firmly oppose. The four cardinal principles require us first and fore- 
most to uphold socialism. Can we ever stop upholding socialism? How can 
there be any stability, unity, or socialist modernization if we do not uphold 
socialism? The third plenary session called for the achievement of stability 
and unity, for carrying out a program of socialist modernization on the basis 
of stability and unity. That represents the highest interest of the whole 
people. The policy of ‘letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred 
schools of thought contend’ must, of course, serve this interest. It abso- 
lutely must not run counter to it." ("Selected Works of Deng Xiaoping," 

pp 220-221) 


n adhering to the “double-hundred" policy it is imperative to oppose bour- 
eois Liberalization and to unfold criticism and self-criticism. Some people 
have always liked to set the “double-hundred" policy against criticism and 
self-criticism. They hold the view that the unfolding of criticism and self- 
criticism will endanger the situation of stability, unity, liveliness, emanci- 
pation of mind, and cultural prosperity since the 3d Plenary Session of the 
llth CPC Central Committee, and even believe that the four cardinal principles 
are tour big sticks, and that adherence to them in opposition to bourgeois 
liberalization will make science, literary and art circles mute and stagnant. 
That is a grave misunderstanding or distortion of the “double-hundred” policy. 
in tact, normal criticism and ideological struggle are precisely the healthy 
state which is desirable for the stability, unity, liveliness, emancipation 
the mind, and cultural prosperity of our socialist society. Without 

riticism and ideological struggle, things will really become stagnant, while 
ill kinds of antisocialist germs will “thrive.” Of course, in stressing the 
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unfolding of an active ideological struggle we should pay attention to guard- 


ing against “leftist" errors. Ample reasoning and truth-seeking scientif i: 
inalysis should be conducted both in our speeches at meetings or in our 
writings. In making criticism and self-criticism it is necessary to take the 


“4 


larxist, not the “leftist™ stand. This correct way of criticism or ideologi- 
cal struggle is an important guarantee for implementing the “double-hundred"™ 
policy along the socialist direction. Just as Comrade Deng Xiaoping pointed 
uut: “We insist on the policy of letting a hundred flowers blossom and a 
hundred schools of thought contend, and on handling conflicts among people 
correctly. This will remain unchanged. True, the ‘left’ tendency still 
exists in the guidance cf our ideological and cultural work and we must 
resolutely guard against it and correct it. But that certain does not mean 
we should stop practicing criticism and self-criticism. The main way to 
correctly handle conflicts among people is to start from the desire for unity, 
carry out criticism and self-criticism, and arrive at a new unity. The 

olicy of ‘letting a hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought 
ontend’ cannot be separated from the practice of criticism and self- 
criticism. In criticizing we must be democratic and reason things out and 
criticism should never be dismissed offhand as using the ‘big stick." We 

ust be clear about this whole question of criticism and self-criticism, 

since it is important in bringing along the next generation.” ("Selected 
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Works of Deng Xiaoping," p 347) These words of Comrade Deng Xiaoping are the 
scientific conclusion on party leadership in ideological work and work in 
literature and art over a long period of time. These principles must be 
adhered to when we implement the "“double-hundred" policy from now on. We 
should continue to encourage and support theoretical workers to be bold in 
exploring and studying the new conditions, new experiences, and new problems 
in socialist modernization, reform, and opening up, and proposing tiueir new 
views in applying the basic tenets of Marxism based on the national condi- 
tions of China. In this respect we should not be afraid of committing 
mistakes which will be corrected if they are committed. We should allow 
others to make mistakes. We should refrain from putting labels on others 
because they have made some mistakes in exploration, which has nothing in 
common with pursuing bourgeois liberalization. Regarding disputes in 
academic and art issues it is necessary to observe the principle stipulated 
in the Constitution and to find a solution to them through normal discussions, 
criticism and countercriticism so that the guiding role of Marxism may be 
correctly implemented. As long as we earnestly act according to the prin- 
ciples since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee in an 
all-round way we will certainly avoid “leftist” errors in all forms, old and 
new, while we will overcome the tendencies of bourgeois liberalization and 
weakness and slackness in leadership. Consequently, the "“double-hundred" 
policy will be maintained healthily for a long time. 


IN STUDYING THE LAST ESSENTIAL POINT IT IS NECESSARY TO EMPHATICALLY UNDER- 
STAND THAT: 1) OPPOSITION TO THE IDEOLOGICAL TREND OF BOURGEOIS LIBERALIZA- 
TION IS A LONG-TERM TASK; 2) IT IS NECESSARY TO IMPLEMENT THE PARTY 
PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES IN AN ALL~ROUND WAY AND TO CORRECTLY UNFOLD THE 
STRUGGLE TO OPPOSE BOURGEOIS LIBERALIZATION. 


The ideological trend of bourgeois Liberalization is a reaction to the "Great 
Cultural Revolution" on the one hand, and on the other, it is a consequence 

of the corrosive effects of foreign bourgeois ideology. The corrosive effects 
of bourgeois ideology will continue to exist for a long time. It is the 
social and historical root cause of the rise and repeated occurrences of the 
ideological trend of bourgeois liberalization. The Western bourgeoisie always 
attempts to seize the opportunity when China implements its opening up to the 
world policy to conduct its ideological infiltration and to guide China onto 
the capitalist road. Just read the discussions of some foreign bourgeois 
scholars as well as those of some of the Hong Kong press and you will clearly 
see that they all want us to pursue liberalization. They will laud to the sky 
whoever pursues liberalization and ridicule and slander those who oppose it. 
The idea of worshipping the capitalist system among some people will continue 
to exist for a long time. It is a fact that socialist China is still lagging 
far behind the developed countries in its economy, technology and culture. 
However, that is not the result of socialism. Basically speaking, it is the 
result of history before 1949 and the consequences of imperialism and feudal- 
ism. The socialist revolution has enabled China to greatly narrow the gap 
between itself and developed capitalist countries in economic development. 
Despite some of our mistakes, we have, in a span of less than four decades, 
made great progress, which was impossible in several centuries, and even 
several thousands of years in old China. It has already been proved and 
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will continue to be more fully proved that the socialist system is superior 
to its capitalist counterpart. However, all kinds of illusions and muddle- 
headed concepts regarding capitalist countries and society still exist among 
some people, young people in particular, because of their lack of under- 
standing of modern Chinese history, as well as the history of the CPC and 
the Chinese revolution. Hence the rise in the sentiments of blindly 
worshipping capitalism, and even in advocating the road of “total 
Westernization" in the course of reform and opening up because of the 
corrosive effects of foreign bourgeois ideology. Such a condition cannot be 
basically solved over a short period of time. As long as our ideological and 
political work is relaxed the ideological trend of bourgeois liberalization 
will emerge. The fact that the rampant flow of the ideological trends of 
bourgeois liberalization has repeatedly occurred in the 7 or 8 years since 
the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee serves as evidence. 
Therefore, the struggle of opposing bourgeois liberalization will be a pro- 
tracted one, existing throughout the course of reform and opening up. We 
must have enough mental preparations for this. 


The opposition to bourgeois liberalization is a very complicated struggle. 

We should be resolute in our attitude, and by no means leave it half-done. 

At the same time it is necessary for us to conduct it with meticulous care 
and proper methods and to do our best to avoid deviations and mistakes. To 
guarantee the unfolding of the struggle in a sustained and healthy way it is 
imperative to act strictly according to the principles, policies, and 
arrangements of the Central Committee. The current struggle should be 
strictly confined to party members and conducted mainly in the political and 
ideological field. Stress should be laid on solving those problems regarding 
basic political principles and orientation, namely, mainly opposing the 
erroneous ideological trends of attempting to get rid of the party leader- 
ship, and negating the socialist road. We should refrain from linking the 
struggle to the policies of economic reform, rural policies, research in 
science and technology, the exploration in the style and skills in litera- 
ture and art, and people's daily lives. On the whole, the current struggle 
is an education among party members in adhering to the four cardinal prin- 
ciples, and in the overall and correct understanding and implementation of 
the line, principles, and policies since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth 
CPC Central Committee. It is necessary to persist in the principle of con- 
ducting positive education in the main stream and in uniting the overwhelming 
majority. In correcting errors of rightist tendencies in the political and 
ideological field, it is imperative to take as criteria the line, principles 
and policies since the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee. 
We should guard against the practice of refuting rightist tendencies with 
"leftism," and by no means hinder the implementation of the policy of 

reform, opening up and enlivening the domestic economy on the grounds of 
opposing bourgeois liberalization. We should continue to persist in the 
"double-hundred" policy in the fields of science and art. Correct methods 
must be adopted in opposing bourgeois liberalization, and the methods of 
political campaigns are not to be adopted. Regarding those erroneous speeches 
of bourgeois liberalization, the proper analysis and criticism must be carried 
out by taking a clear-cut stand. However, this criticism should be conducted 
calmly and convincingly Like mild breezes and softly falling rain. We must 
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resolutely avoid such erroneous "leftist" practices in the past as “treating 
people according to who they are, linking mistakes with superiors and 
subordinates, requiring examination at every level, and everyone passing the 
test,” and calling on people to inform against offenders. The achievement 

of this will be crucial to the continuous and healthy development of the 
current struggle. While opposing the ideological trends of bourgeois 
liberalization we should earnestly improve all items of work in a down-to- 
earth way. We should work hard to overcome bureaucracy with practical 
actions, overcome all kinds of unhealthy tendencies and indifferent and rigid 
attitudes, adhere to the work method characterized by the mass line, and 
solve those practical problems put forth by the students and other people, 
when conditions allow. By no means should we allow any suppression or attack 
on the masses under the pretext of opposing bourgeois liberalization because 
of their proper criticism against the shortcomings and mistakes in our work. 
The unfolding of the struggle against bourgeois liberalization aims at the 
correct and overall implementation of the line, principles and policies since 
the 3d Plenary Session of the llth CPC Central Committee. It is also an 
important step for implementing the decision on the guiding principle for 
building socialist spiritual civilization adopted by the 6th Plenary Session 
of the 12th CPC Central Committee. The current struggle will inevitably 
improve the whole party's level of understanding Marxism, and greatly promote 
the building of ideology and party style as well as socialist spiritual 
civilization. 
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CRITICISM IS ALSO GUIDANCE 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 p 47 
[Article by Yuan Wenlong [5913 2429 7893]] 


[Text] The term “guidance” probably has its origins in the story of Great Yu 
controlling the waters. He “opened nine states, connected nine roads, 
drained nine marshes and crossed nine mountains." Great Yu used the method 
of guidance in getting the waters to flow in an orderly way. This brought 
great benefit to the people and has been praised by the people for thousands 
of generations. Now, our ideological and political work needs to adopt the 
method of guidance. Guidance is the principle to which ideological and 
political work must adhere. 


However, some people believe that in guidance we cannot engage in criticism. 
They are worried that by not agreeing with some incorrect ideas or not 
endorsing some irrational activities, we might intensify conflicts and 
exacerbate situations. Thus, when they come across conflicts they circle 
around them or they adopt the method of humoring the person. They make big 
tnings small and small things disappear. They skirt around things here and 
cover things there. Or else they say nice things to accord with reelings 
and allow "free" words and "free" actions. Without being concerned whether 
sentiments are correct or not and whether demands are rational or not, they 
blindly show “understanding” and “sympathy.” This practice which abandons 
principles, tolerates and panders to unhealthy trends and unhealthy 
ideologies and actions, does not dare to justly and forcefully differentiate 
between right and wrong or clarify good and bad and even criticizes this, 
not only cannot objectively resolve existing ideological problems, but 
actually assists the growth of unhealthy trends and evil influences. Seeing 
guidance in this way will undoubtedly result in biases. 


When Great Yu controlled the waters, he utilized the method of guidance to 
get the waters to flow freely along their course and avoid the disaster that 
would result from rivers becoming clogged and overflowing their banks. This 
guidance did not allow the waters to flow as they liked, or let them flow 
unchecked where they wanted to flow. Rather, actions were adapted to 
circumstances so that a hundred streams flowed into rivers and a hundred 
rivers flowed to the sea, and they benefited the people. In the same way 
our ideological and political work stresses adherence to the principle of 
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guidance, but this does not mean disregarding orientation or ignoring prin- 
iples. On the basis of adherence to the four cardinal principles guidance 
aims to fully motivate and bring into play the enthusiasm of the vast masses 
in order to struggle for the realization of the common ideal of the people 
of all nationalities of our country in building a strong socialist country 
with Chinese characteristics. Thus guidance mainly includes direct dialogue, 
an exchange of feelings, direct logical explanations, praise as well as 
tiving publicity to the advanced tw» develop a healthy atmosphere ani 
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encourage the masses" enthusiasm for the four modernizations. It also 
4 includes analysis and criticism words and actions and misunderstandings. 
When someone is obviously sick they must be treated with medicine, given 
te icupuncture or operated upon so that the sickness can be cured. If guidance 
through ideological and political work is not used to “operate” on definite 
‘n troubles and cancers" in ideological understanding, then it will not 
be possible to guarantee that health will be restored. In brief, praisinz 
iidance and criticism is also guidance. The methods are different but 
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principles and do not dare to engage in criticism, possibl: because they 
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more seriou than damming a river. 


vith feeling and with reason can good results be achieved. 
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WHY WAS THE ‘MONEY GOD' DRIVEN OUT?--A REVIEW OF THE FILM ‘UNFAITHFUL VILLAGE‘ 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 p 48 
[Article by Gao Gejin [7559 2960 0093) } 


[Text] The film "Unfaithful Village" which was produced by the Beijing Film 
Production Company was a very good film among all those shown recently. Its 
plot was neither complicated nor moving; its success lay only in the portrayal 
of the mental attitudes of the characters. By describing how a retired worker 
who was good at vegetable planting taught peasants to plant melons and how 

he was denied half of his reward, the director brought amusement and 
philosophy into the film and vividly illustrated that spiritual civilization 
and material production did not by nature progress in the same manner and at 
the same pace. The film was handled in a bitter and humorous way; it was 
enlightening and inspiring. 


This new film directed by Wang Hauwei exposed the contradictions in society 
and subtly depicted the inner state of people. Wang Hauwei had insight into 
the above aspects and believed that if no reform was carried out to do away 
with such backward ideas like narrow peasants' consciousness and feudal 
traditions, economic reform could never progress steadily and persistently. 
These old ideas that hindered reform lay in the minds of those basic cadres 
like Zhang Migui, the masses and county committee secretaries who led the 
reform. These obsolete beliefs in replacing law by authority and under- 
estimating the importance of scientific technology and talents were very 
remarkable features that could be found in many people. The film was very 
convincing in illustrating that backward consciousness, like disregarding 
moral principles in pursuing profits and eating one's words, originated in 
the society's private ownership system. With the implementaticn of such a 
system the selfishness and greediness that appeared in people could not be 
immediately cleared away from daily life. 


All the figures had their own distinct and complicated characters and were 
portrayed in a lively manner. Zhang Migui, the secretary of the village 
branch committee, was a shortsighted man who disregarded righteousness for 
profits and self-interests. Though he received a higher income from the 
good harvest of melons, he was still envious of the greater profits that 
Ding Yunhe enjoyed. Thus, by taking advantage of people's common mental 
attitudes of gaining petty interests, he managed to destroy the contract. 
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Yet, the director did not depict Zhang Migui as a bad person who deliberately 
made a false charge against others. When he heard his son mentioning the 
"sexual relations" between Ding Yunhe and Widow Zheng he pointed out that 
this matter should not be discussed irresponsibly without sufficient evi- 
dence. This showed that he was a tactful man who knew what to say and what 
not to say. The demerit was that the film lacked persuasiveness in portray- 
ing the narrow-mindedness and selfish attitudes of the rural party cadres. 
Ding Yunhe was not a great or perfect heroic figure. He retired at an 
earlier age because he wanted to let his son who was waiting for employment 


take up his position and thus be employed in a state unit. On the other hand, 


he could use the time to demonstrate his melon-planting techniques so that 
more money could be earned. When he arrived at Xin village, he did not pass 
on all the techniques of melon-planting to the local peasants. Yet, this 
man still had many merits. He was knowledgeable and willing to promote the 
development of social productivity and helped to bring about the well-being 
of the peasants with his special skills. He was a thoughtful and far- 
sighted man who did not care much about suffering losses. He wanted to 
establish a good reputation despite his wealth. He thus sent such presents 
as color television sets and books to Xin village. This behavior coincided 
with the ideological belief of “households that owed thousands of yuan." 
Old Ding was in fact a very reliable and trustworthy person. Yu Shaokang, 
an experienced actor, acted well; he presented the subtleness, honesty and 
intense emotions of the character. Xin Laoling was a humorous, optimistic, 
upright and acute man. His weakness was that he dared not fight for his 
beliefs with people like Zhang Migui in public. He feared that he would 
provoke the branch secretary and the masses. It was only when he saw him 
off that he secretly gave Ding Yunhe the profit that he was entitled to 
share from melon-planting. He wanted Ding Yunhe to know that “there was 
still a man who did not eat his words in Xin village." 


In the technique of expression, the director tried to make "Unfaithful 
Village" a diversified embodiment. He managed to accomplish it by putting 
both tragic and comic elements together in a harmonious manner. At the 
very beginning, the scene that described how poor Heidun passed through the 
multifarious free market and how he was sneered at when attending a date 
held at the temple side was very comic. The conflicts and disputes between 
Zhang Migui and his stupid son were also very humorous. The "discovery of 
illicit sexual relations" was too much a farce and was a bit mischievious. 
The fact that the film embodied tragic elements in the light of a comedy 
deserves our praise. Ding Yunhe was not rewarded properly though he was 
very kind and benevolent. When he had his last meal in Widow Zheng's home, 
he burnt the contract with tears in his eyes. The masses did not come close 
to him. All these scenes built up a deso!:\te atmosphere. But the figure 
who was really miserable was not Ding Yunhe but those people who were 
shortsighted and selfish, and did not understand the power of scientific 
knowledge in agriculture. 


The use of lenses, the art of shooting and the modeling of this film all 
deserve our applause. The modeling of the village houses in Xin village 
was especially characteristic. All of them were built on depression. If 
you sat inside and looked upward, you seemed to be looking at the sky from 


80 








bottom of a well. The walls and corridors were narrow too. All these helped 
to symbolize the narrow-mindedness and shortsightedness of peasants who had 
been deeply influenced and bound by feudal ideas and small peasant con- 


sciousness. 


Shots of soil and mud in the Huanghe River were filmed by Li Chensheng. 

These pictures that were shown at the beginning and end of the film were 
wonderful and inspiring. In fact, all the pictures taken at the rural 

areas near the ancient capital of Luoyang remind us of the heaviness of the 
psychological dregs of our traditional culture! The photographic image of 

the film was especially distinct. It urged us to think about the following 
question seriously: While we are actively creating our socialist materialistic 
civilization we should not forget that we have to endeavor to develop 

soc alist spiritual civilization! 
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"MINI-ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR CONTEMPORARY CADRES’ IS A GOOD VEHICLE 
Beijing RED FLAG in Chinese No 6, 16 Mar 87 inside back cover 
[Article by Yang Lianzhong [2799 6647 0112)] 


[Text] Realizing the four modernizations requires a contingent of cadres who 
firmly insist on taking the socialist road and who possess specialized 
knowledge and capabilities. In order to meet cadres" study and work needs 
Comrade Song Zhenting's "Mini-Encyclopedia for Contemporary Cadres" which he 
compiled before his death, went into circulation in February last year, and 
was published by the Tianjin People's Publishing House. 


The book is composed of spearate sections and notations. It contains 1,574 
items, 1.2 million characters, and is divided into 2 volumes. It comprises 
the two main categories of social sciences and natural sciences, the contents 
of which are presented in eight chapters, namely, the party's history and 
development, socialist economic science and basic economic policies, 
democracy and law, international politics, Chinese history, literature and 
art, language and writings, scientific technology, and cadres of the new era. 
These eight chapters basically embrace certain fundamental knowledge which 
contemporary cadres must possess. They not only contain the general knowledge 
of ancient and modern times both in China and in foreign countries, but also 
absorb the scientific knowledge of the era, of the new technological revolu- 
tion as well as noting the self-building needs of contemporary cadres. In 
particular, the chapter on "Cadres of the New Era" carries a realistic and 
guiding significance on how they may become revolutionized, younger in 
average age, and be knowledgeable and specialized. The writing of the 
various items, viewed separately, appears to be independent discourses, 
explains specific problems, and carries a definite depth of scientific 
knowledge in different spheres. Viewed together, the various items present 

a composite whole, form an integrated system, and outstandingly demonstrate 
the wide dimensions of scientific knowledge. 


In general planning, arranging, explaining and writing the contents of the 
"Mini-Encyclopedia for Contemporary Cadres," the author took meticulous care, 
earnestly and faithfully presented the facts and strived hard to compile, 
within the limited space, a rich array of knowledge and contents all of which 
are popular, systematic, rich, practical, and extremely readable. For example, 
in Chapter 1, "Party History and Party Upbuilding," the author first of all 
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worked hard to give a brief outline of the party's historical development 
from birth to maturity. Following this, and based on chronological order, 
he adhered to a scientific attitude of historical materialism and made a 
just discourse and scientific analysis of the party's important political 
activities, major meetings, and historical personages throughout over half 
a century, thus enabling the reader to systematically and comprehensively 
acquire knowledge of the party's basic history. This spirit is also mani- 
fested in the other chapters. 


The writing of the various sections of the "Mini-Ficyclopedia for Contemporary 
Cadres" absorbs the new development and new ideas of the party's theoretical 
researches on Marxism since the 3d Plenary Session of the 1lth CPC Central 
Committee and also the new discoveries and new knowledge from the country's 
scholastic research in the realms of social sciences and natural sciences. 
This gives each section an intense theoretical character and a rich flavor 

of the times and there is no mistaking what it is aimed toward. From the 
principal sections we can see the three main parts of modern conditions, 
historical changes, and future development. The whole volume embraces rich 
and plentiful materials, takes a correct stand, and the paragraphs read very 
smoothly, giving the reader a rich and fresh feeling. For example, in dis- 
cussing such topics as the "CPC's general tasks in the new era," “socialist 
spiritual civilization," "the ruling party's work style," “basic characteris- 
tics of the socialist system," and the "basic conflicts in a socialist 
society," the materials used are mainly based on the party's various guide- 
lines and policies since the 12th CPC National Congress. The discourses 

are all to the point, solemn, careful and appropriate, fully manifesting 

the author's respect for facts and his spirit of seeking new things. 


Compiling the "Mini-Encyclopedia for Contemporary Cadres" with such rich 
contents is a rewarding experiment in creation and research. Naturally, in 
individual places in the book traces of errors can be found which will need 
revising in the next edition. On the whole the book is not only a work tool 
good for reference uses but also furnishes contemporary cadres with excellent 
materials for their study of common political theories. 


/6091 
cso: 4005/5511 END 


83 











END OF 
FICHE 


DATE FILMED 
WO by 7x 
ee 





